
Holy Cross Sunday 

September 13, 2026 
 

895 Now Thank We All Our God 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Rinckart, 1586–1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

L Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

  



Confession and Absolution 
 

Confession and Absolution 

L O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and 

for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

L Because of Jesus, God has forgiven all our sin. Hear the gospel of Christ 

from 1 John: 

"This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 

God is light and in him is no darkness at all. If we walk in the light, as he 

is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin." 

C Amen. 

 

Reflection on God's Forgiveness Romans 5:8-11 

L God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us. 

C Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more 

shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 

L For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death 

of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by 

his life. 

C More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 

  



Service of the Word 
 

Psalm 40:1–11 

L I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 

C He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, and 

set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. 

L He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will 

see and fear, and put their trust in the LORD. 

C Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who does not turn 

to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie! 

L You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your 

thoughts toward us; none can compare with you! I will proclaim and 

tell of them, yet they are more than can be told. 

C Sacrifice and offering you have not desired, but you have given me an 

open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. 

L Then I said, <Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the book it is written 
of me: 

C I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.” 

L I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; 

behold, I have not restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD. 

C I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; I have spoken of 

your faithfulness and your salvation; I have not concealed your 

steadfast love and your faithfulness from the great congregation. 

L As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain your mercy from me; your 

steadfast love and your faithfulness will ever preserve me! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 

  



Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4–9 

 4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the 

land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the 

people spoke against God and against Moses, <Why have you brought us up 
out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and 

we loathe this worthless food.= 6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the 

people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the 

people came to Moses and said, <We have sinned, for we have spoken 
against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the 

serpents from us.= So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to 

Moses, <Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is 
bitten, when he sees it, shall live.= 9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set 

it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent 

and live. 

  

L This is the word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

 



New Testament Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 

 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

<I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.= 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in 

the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased 

God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For 

Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ 

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who 

are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of 

God is stronger than men. 

  

L This is the word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

 

Holy Gospel John 12:20–33 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some 

Greeks. 21So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 

asked him, <Sir, we wish to see Jesus.= 22Philip went and told Andrew; 

Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, <The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it 

dies, it bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates 

his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he 

must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone 

serves me, the Father will honor him. 

 27<Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 8Father, save me from 
this hour9? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify 

your name.= Then a voice came from heaven: <I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.= 29The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had 

thundered. Others said, <An angel has spoken to him.= 30Jesus answered, 

<This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment of this 

world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32And I, when I am lifted 

up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.= 33He said this to show by 

what kind of death he was going to die. 

  

L This is the word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

 



Apostles Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And 

in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

There Is One Gospel 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jonny Robinson; Rich Thompson 

Tune: Rich Thompson; Jonny Robinson 
Text and tune: © 2022 CityAlight Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

 



Sermon - Pastor William Engfehr 

 

Offering - Please record your attendance in the Friendship Book located in each pew. 

 

Prayer Response 

L Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 

laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 

all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 

rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 

 

  



Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Lord's Prayer 217 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 

The Words of Our Lord 

 

  



Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 

 

  



Behold the Lamb 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Keith Getty; Kristyn Getty; Stuart Townend 

Tune: Keith Getty; Kristyn Getty 
Text and tune: © 2007 Thankyou Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

 

  



761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

 

 

 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 

 

 

 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh 

Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



The Dismissal 

L The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Call to Christian Community 

L "For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that 

we should love one another" (1 John 3:11).  After the last song, please 

take time to greet one another, and if you see someone you don't know, 

introduce yourself.  The Christian life isn't meant to be lived alone, but 

in community.  Now receive God's Blessing: 

 

Benediction 

L Let us bless the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

  



Christus Victor 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bryan Fowler; Keith Getty; Kristyn Getty; Matt Papa; Matt Boswell 

Tune: Bryan Fowler; Keith Getty; Kristyn Getty; Matt Papa; Matt Boswell 

Text and tune: © 2024 Getty Music; © Messenger Hymns; © Love Your Enemies Publishing; © Living Hymns. Used by permission: 

CCLI no. 11373734 



Christus Victor 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bryan Fowler; Keith Getty; Kristyn Getty; Matt Papa; Matt Boswell 

Tune: Bryan Fowler; Keith Getty; Kristyn Getty; Matt Papa; Matt Boswell 
Text and tune: © 2024 Getty Music; © Messenger Hymns; © Love Your Enemies Publishing; © Living Hymns. Used by 

permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

 

  



This Week at-a-Glance 

Today 

● Worship Service (Pastor William Engfehr) – 9:00 AM 

● Adult Bible Study – 10:45 AM (Downstairs) 

● Sunday School – 10:45 AM (Downstairs) 

Wednesday 

● Men9s Bible Study – 6:30 AM (Downstairs) 

Thursday 

• AA Meeting – 6:30 PM (Downstairs)  

Saturday 

● Women9s Bible Study – 10:00 AM (Downstairs) 

● AA Meeting – 1:30 PM 

 
Announcements 

 

Mark your calendars for the St. James Picnic on September 27th! Questions? 

Contact Jen Weber Jen@stjamesglencarbon.org. 

 

If you have any questions or would like to share a comment, please feel free to 

reach out to one of our St. James Elders at elders@stjamesglencarbon.org. 

 

Thank you to all our visitors for joining us today!  We would love to connect 

with you.  Please complete a visitor card located in the pew or sign in the 

register in the entryway so we can reach out! 

 

 

St. James Guiding Statement 

 
Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and 
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises. 

 

St. James Mission Pillars 
 
 

Healing 

Community 

Restoration 

 

St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 
P.O. Box 644 

Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 

Office: 618.288.6120 
Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 

www.stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/childrens-sunday-school-youth-confirmation/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/mens-bible-study/
mailto:Jen@stjamesglencarbon.org
mailto:elders@stjamesglencarbon.org
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-fifth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-tenth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-seventh-sunday-after-pentecost-2/
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

