
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2026 
 

526 You Are the Way; through You Alone 

 

 

 
Text: George W. Doane, 1799–1859, alt. 

Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, 1615, Edinburgh 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Invocation 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

L Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

  



Confession and Absolution 
 

Confession and Absolution 

L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to 

you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 

sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all your sins in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
  

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and 

to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, 

and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous 

fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me 

all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all your sins in Jesus’ name. 
C Amen. 

 

Reflection on God's Forgiveness 

L God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us. 

C Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more 

shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 

L For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death 

of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by 

his life. 

C More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 

  



Service of the Word 
 

Psalm Psalm 146 

L Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul!  

C will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I 

have my being. 

L Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no 

salvation.  

C When his breath departs he returns to the earth; on that very day his 

plans perish. 

L Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord 

his God,  

C who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who 

keeps faith forever; 

L who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free;  

C the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are 

bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.  

L The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the 

fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

C The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise 

the Lord! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

  



Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

  



Acts Reading Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 

 1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a 

complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows 

were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned 

the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give 
up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out 

from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, 

whom we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer 

and to the ministry of the word.” 5And what they said pleased the whole 

gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, 

and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and 

Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and 

they prayed and laid their hands on them. 

 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the 

disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests 

became obedient to the faith. 

 8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs 

among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of 

the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the 

Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with 

Stephen. . . . 

 2And Stephen said: 

 “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . . 
 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always 

resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets 

did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced 

beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed 

and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not 

keep it.” 

 54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground 

their teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, 

“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears 

and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 

him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man 

named Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, 

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep. 

  

L This is the word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

 

 



New Testament Reading 1 Peter 2:2–10 

 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may 

grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 

chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

 has become the cornerstone,” 

8and 

“A stone of stumbling, 
 and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 

his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 

called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a 

people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. 

  

L This is the word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

 

  



Holy Gospel John 14:1–14 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also 
in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place 

for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you 

may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to 

him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would 

have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 

him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 
9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know 
me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 

‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own 

authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that 

I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the 

works themselves. 

 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works 
that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the 

Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 

  

L This is the word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And 

in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 



Fullness of Grace 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stuart Townend; Keith Getty; Kristyn Getty 

Tune: Stuart Townend; Keith Getty; Kristyn Getty 
Text and tune: © 2004 Thankyou Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

 

Sermon - Pastor Jonathan Lange 

 

Offering 

 

Please record your attendance in the Friendship Books located in each pew. 

 

Prayer of the Church  

L Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

 

  



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 

laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 

all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 

rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

  



Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 

The Words of Our Lord 

L Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 

 

 



801 How Great Thou Art 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859–1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 

Tune: Swedish; arr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 
Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110001220 

 

  



In Christ Alone 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Keith Getty, Stuart Townend 

Text and tune: © 2001 Thankyou Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

 

  



802 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

 

 

 
Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824–1908, alt. 

Tune: Welsh 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal 

L The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Call to Christian Community 

L Jesus once said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By 

this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another” (John 13:34-35).  Jesus calls His followers to live in 

community. After our last song, please take time to greet one another, 

and if you see someone you don’t know, introduce yourself. Now 
receive God‘s blessing. 

 

Benediction 

L Let us bless the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 



L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Lift High the Name of Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Ed Cash; Fionán De Barra; Keith Getty; Kristyn Getty 
Tune: Keith Getty; Kristyn Getty; Fionán de Barra; Ed Cash 

Text and tune: © Capital CMG Publishing; © Fionan De Barra Pub Designee; © Getty Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 
11373734 

 

 

  



This Week at-a-Glance 
Today 

● Worship Service (Pastor Jonathan Lange) – 9:00 AM 

● Adult Bible Study – 10:45 AM (Downstairs) 

● Discovering Christianity – 10:45 AM (Downstairs) 

● Sunday School – 10:30 AM (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday 

• Men’s Bible Study – 6:30 AM (Downstairs) 

Thursday 

• AA Meeting – 6:30 PM (Downstairs)  

Saturday 

● Women’s Bible Study – 10:00 AM (Downstairs) 

● AA Meeting – 1:30 PM 

 

Announcements 

 

Pastoral Call Process 

The Call Committee is accepting pastoral nominations.  Today is the last day for 

submissions.  For your convenience, there are nomination forms available in 

the narthex that can be place din the offering plate, in the mailbox on the office 

door, or you can submit your nomination via email to 

callcommittee@stjamesglencarbon.org.  

 

Second Tuesday Women’s Bible Study! 

Join us Tuesday, May 12th at 6pm as we continue our impactful study, Divided 

We Stand: How To Love When We Disagree. We’re turning this session into a 
festive Spring Tea Party, and we’d love to see you there! 

• Optional: Bring along your favorite tea party fare to share (finger 

sandwiches, scones, or sweets). 

• Questions? Text Shala Baker at 618-315-0788. 

We can't wait to grow together in faith and fellowship! 

 

Deep societal divisions in our country are producing an 

alarming amount of hatred. There are some people who 

seem to think that hating people is virtuous. What does 

the Bible have to say about hate? Did Jesus ever speak to 

this question? Is a hateful response ever justified? It’s the 
subject of our most recent discussion on Craving Answers Craving God. 

 

  

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/sunday-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/childrens-sunday-school-youth-confirmation/


College Care Package Update 

Finals season is here! Please join us in praying for our college students as they 

wrap up the year. 

We are thrilled to share that 12 care packages were delivered last week to fuel 

their studies! A massive thank you to Thrivent for funding the goodies and to 

the Lange’s for providing the boxes and postage. Your generosity is such a 

blessing! 

Missed Someone? 

If your student didn’t receive a box, please send their address to the church 
office so we can get a package to them.  Thank you for your continued prayers 

and support for our students! 

 

If you have any questions or would like to share a comment, please feel free to 

reach out to one of our St. James Elders at elders@stjamesglencarbon.org. 

 

If you would like to submit a prayer request or join the Prayer Warriors Team 

please reach out to prayer-request@stjamesglencarbon.org or call the church 

office. 

 

St. James offers a quarterly newsletter for our congregation.  If you are not 

receiving the newsletter and would like to, please reach out to 

cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org or call the church office. 

 

St. James Guiding Statement 

 
Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and 
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises. 

 

St. James Mission Pillars 
 

Healing 

Community 

Restoration 

 

St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 
P.O. Box 644 

Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 
Office: 618.288.6120 

Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 

www.stjamesglencarbon.org 
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mailto:prayer-request@stjamesglencarbon.org
mailto:cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-fifth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-tenth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-seventh-sunday-after-pentecost-2/
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