The Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 15, 2026
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1.0 pen my eyes, Lord. Help me to see Your
2.0 pen my ears, Lord. Help me to  hear Your
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facee. O-pen my eyes, Lord. Help me to see.
voice. O-pen my ears, Lord. Help me to hear.
You. O-pen my heart, Lord. Help me to love.
love. I live with-in  you. Rest now in Me.

Text: Jesse Manibusan
Tune: Jesse Manibusan
Text and tune: © 1970, 1988, 1998 SpiritandSong.com Publishing. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the -~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

BERE

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Kyrie

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.




Confession and Absolution

| confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to
you, my brothers and sisters, that | have sinned in thought, word, and
deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault;
wherefore | pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my
sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins in Jesus’ name. Amen.

| confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and
to you, my brothers and sisters, that | have sinned in thought, word,
and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous
fault; wherefore | pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me
all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Reflection on God's Forgiveness Psalm 86:3-5

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you I cry all the day.

Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my
soul.

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,

Abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you.

Service of the Word
Psalm Psalm 142

With my voice | cry out to the Lord; with my voice | plead for mercy to
the Lord.

| pour out my complaint before him; | tell my trouble before him.

When my spirit faints within me, you know my way! In the path where |
walk they have hidden a trap for me.

Look to the right and see: there is none who takes notice of me; no
refuge remains to me; no one cares for my soul.

| cry to you, O Lord; | say, “You are my refuge, my portion in the land of
the living.”

Attend to my cry, for | am brought very low! Deliver me from my
persecutors, for they are too strong for me!

Bring me out of prison, that | may give thanks to your name! The
righteous will surround me, for you will deal bountifully with me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen




Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:14-21

®

¥For a long time | have held my peace;
I have kept still and restrained myself;
now | will cry out like a woman in labor;
| will gasp and pant.
151 will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation;
| will turn the rivers into islands,
and dry up the pools.
8ANnd | will lead the blind
in a way that they do not know,
in paths that they have not known
| will guide them.
| will turn the darkness before them into light,
the rough places into level ground.
These are the things | do,
and | do not forsake them.
They are turned back and utterly put to shame,
who trust in carved idols,
who say to metal images,
“You are our gods.”

8Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind, that you may see!

Who is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom | send?

Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LorD?

20He sees many things, but does not observe them;
his ears are open, but he does not hear.

21The LoRD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God




New Testament Reading Ephesians 5:8-14

8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light °(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and
right and true), °and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 'Take no
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. *2For it is
shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 3But when
anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, **for anything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Holy Gospel John 9:1-41

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

!As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but
that the works of God might be displayed in him. *We must work the works
of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work.
5As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ®Having said these
things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he
anointed the man’s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back
seeing.

8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were
saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” °Some said, “It is he.”
Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “l am the man.” °So
they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 'He answered, “The
man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash.’ So | went and washed and received my sight.” *They said
to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

3They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
“Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.
1550 the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he
said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and | washed, and | see.” *Some of
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the
Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”
And there was a division among them. 7So they said again to the blind man,
“What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is
a prophet.”



18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his
sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight
¥and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then
does he now see?” 2°His parents answered, “We know that this is our son
and that he was born blind. 2!But how he now sees we do not know, nor do
we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for
himself.” 22(His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for
the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ,
he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 2*Therefore his parents said, “He is
of age; ask him.”

2450 for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said
to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” He
answered, “Whether he is a sinner | do not know. One thing | do know, that
though | was blind, now | see.” °They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” ?’He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also
want to become his disciples?” 2And they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 3°The
man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 3We know that God does not listen
to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens
to him. 3Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened
the eyes of a man born blind. 3If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” 3*They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you
teach us?” And they cast him out.

35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 3®He answered, “And who is he, sir, that
I may believe in him?” 3Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he
who is speaking to you.” **He said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him.
3Jesus said, “For judgment | came into this world, that those who do not see
may see, and those who see may become blind.” *°Some of the Pharisees
near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” *‘Jesus
said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you
say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.




Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And

in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was

crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell. The third day

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to

judge the living and the dead. |

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life I everlasting. Amen.
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1 fol - low meek and low - 1ly. My God in - deed
And nev - er will He leave me. I take con - tent
That my phy - si - cian sends me. My God is true;
Though man - y  storms may gath - er. Now I may know
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In ev - ry need Knows well how He will shield me;
What He has sent; His hand that sends me sad - ness
Each morn - ing new I trust His grace un - end - ing,
Both joy and woe; Some - day I shall see clear - ly
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To Him, then, 1 will yield me.
Will  turn my tears to glad - ness.
My life to Him com - mend - ing.
That He has loved me dear - ly.

5 What God ordains is always good:
Though I the cup am drinking
Which savors now of bitterness,
| take it without shrinking.
For after grief God gives relief,
My heart with comfort filling
And all my sorrow stilling.

6 What God ordains is always good:
This truth remains unshaken.
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine,
I shall not be forsaken.
| fear no harm, For with His arm
He shall embrace and shield me;
So to my God | yield me.

Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708; tr. The Lutheran
Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Tune: Severus Gastorius, 1646—82,
alt.; Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon - Pastor Tony Boos

Offering

Please take a moment to register your attendance in either the “Record of Friendship”
booklet in your pew, or using the QR code located at the end of this bulletin.

Prayer Response

Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil
and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we
might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and
truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna, in the highest.
Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord:
Glory to You, O Lord in the highest.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My *I~ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

remembrance of Me.”
Me.”
Agnus Dei
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. Amen.
Distribution
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saved a wretch like me! I once was lost but

Word my  hope se - cures; He will my shield and

have al - read - y come; His grace  has brought me

mor - tal life  shall cease, A - maz - ing grace shall

shin - ing as the sun, We’ve no less days to
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now am found, Was blind but now I see!

por - tion be As long as life en - dures.

safe thus far, His grace  will lead me home.

then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.

sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.

Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond

Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati
Text and tune: Public domain




Come Ye Souls by Sin Afflicted
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Come ye souls by sin a - fflic - ted, Bowed with fruit- less, Sor - row
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Je - sus, look to Je - sus; Mer - cy flows through Him a - lone.
glo - ry, Safe to glo - ry, Where His ran - somed cap - tives meet.
and - ments, His comm - and - ments Then be ecome their hap - py choice.
taste it, All who taste it Shall to rest im - mor - tal rise.

Text: Joseph Swain

Tune: Kevin Twit

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 2013 Kevin Twit Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734




Be Thou My Vision
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1. Be Thou my__ vi - sion, O lord of my heart;
2. Be Thou my__  wis- dom, and Thou my true  word;
3. Rich - es | heed not, nor__ man's emp -ty  praise,
4. High King of _ heav-en, my__ vic - to ry won,
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Naught be  all else fo me, save that Thou art:
| ev er with  Thee and Thou with  me, Lord:
Thou mine in her - i - tance, now and ol - ways:
May I reach heav - en's joys, O  bright heav en's Sun!
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Thou my__ best_  thought, by day or by night,
Thou my__ great_ Fa ther, I Thy true son,
Thou and_  Thou_  on ly, first in my heart,
Heart of  my_  own heart, what - ev - er be fall,
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Wak - ing  or sleep - ing, Thy__ pres-ence my light.
Thou in  me dwell - ing, and I with Thee  one.
High King of heav - en, my trea - sure  Thou art.
Sl be my vi sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text & Tune: Attr. to Irish St. Dallan Forgaill, 6th cent; Translated by Mary E. Byrne; Tune: SLANE, Traditional Irish Melody;

Arranged by Dave Moore, Lauren Moore.
Text and tune: © 2021 Catholic Music Initiative, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission: One License no. A-728607

The Dismissal

Amen.

Nunc Dimittis

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I- in peace.

Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace according to Your Word.

For my eyes have seen Your salvation, Which You have prepared

before the face of all people;

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of Your people

Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.




Call to Christian Community

The apostle John wrote, “...this is (God’s) commandment, that we
believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as
He has commanded us” (1 John 3:23). As believers in Jesus, God calls us
to community. Please take time to greet and get to know one another
after our last song. If you see someone you don’t know, introduce
yourself. Now receive God’s blessing.

Benediction

Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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Let the wa-ter and the blood, From Thy riv - en side which flowed,
Could my =zeal no res - pite know, Could my tears for - ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to Thee for dress; Help-less, look to Thee for grace;
When 1 soar to worlds un-known, See Thee on Thy judg-ment throne,
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Be of sin the dou-ble cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
All for sin could not a-tone; Thou must save, and Thou a - lone.
Foul, T to the foun-tain fly; Wash me, Sav-ior, or [ die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee.
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Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-78
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872
Text and tune: Public domain




This Week at-a-Glance
Today
e Worship Service (Pastor Tony Boos) — 9:00 AM
e Adult Bible Study — 10:45 AM (Downstairs)
e Discovering Christianity — 10:45 AM (Downstairs)
e Sunday School — 10:30 AM (Sanctuary)

Wednesday

e Men’s Bible Study — 6:30 AM (Downstairs)
Thursday

® AA Meeting — 6:30 PM (Downstairs)
Saturday

e \Women's Bible Study — 10:00 AM (Downstairs)
e AA Meeting — 1:30 PM

Announcements

Mark your calendars: Please join us for the following mid-week Lenten and
Easter services:

Mar 18 — Midweek Lenten Service @ 6:30 PM

Mar 25 — Midweek Lenten Service @ 6:30 PM

Apr 2 — Holy Thursday @ 6:30 PM

Apr 3 —Good Friday @ 6:30 PM

Apr 5 — Easter Sunday @ 9:00 AM; Easter Brunch immediately following
worship

St. James’ Circle of Friends (LWML) ) are collecting underwear for area students
who cannot afford them. This will supply District 7 school nurses with socks,
underpants, boxer shorts, undershirts and other underwear to supply students
in need. Underwear sizes most needed are for K-2 grades — boys and girls,
Middle and high school girls... and socks! Please bring in the original unopened
packages on Sundays in March and place them in the collection bin in the
narthex. Thanks so much for your support.



https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/sunday-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/discovering-christianity/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/childrens-sunday-school-youth-confirmation/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/mens-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/circle-of-friends-2026-schedule/

Easter Lilies — Help Saint James’ altar look beautiful for Easter Sunday! Order
your Easter lilies (515 can be placed in the locked box on the church office
door) In Honor of, In Memory of, or In Thanksgiving for your loved one(s). We
will list the donations in our Easter service bulletin. You are welcome to take
the lily home after our Easter Services or leave it for the rest of the season. To
order your lily, please complete the form in the narthex today.

Spring College Care Packages: Attention all St. James members, this is your
last week to register your student for a spring care package. Please send their
college address to Cheryl at the church office. 618-288-6120 or
cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org. Even if their address remains the same, please
let us know!

The St. James Life Team invites you

e lllinois Pro-Life March on Thursday, March 19, in Springfield, lllinois.
We will bear witness to the sanctity of life by gathering for worship at
the Matins Service at Trinity Lutheran Church from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00
noon. We will depart from St. James at 9:00 a.m. Those interested in
carpooling may sign up in the narthex.

e 40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil on March 28" next to Planned
Parenthood Fairview Heights. Prayer booklet provided.
If you have questions, please contact Janice Wendel or Janice Lanto or
Janice Wendel.

If you have any questions or would like to share a comment, please feel free to
reach out to one of our St. James Elders at elders@saintjamesglencarbon.org.
We are always glad to connect with you.



https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/easter-lillies/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/college-care-packages/
mailto:cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/st-james-life-ministry/

St. James Guiding Statement

Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises.

St. James Mission Pillars

P Healing

Community
Restoration St James Lutheran Church
146 North Main
P.O. Box 644

- .
r:.“ h{y Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034
Office: 618.288.6120
SAINT JAMES

LUTHERAN GHURGH Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org
— BERSIPARIGH www.sjamesglencarbon.org



https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-fifth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-tenth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-seventh-sunday-after-pentecost-2/
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

