Midweek Lent Service

March 11, 2026

Evening Prayer
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
and the day is almost over.

Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.

Phos Hilaron (O Joyful Light)

Joyous light of glory:

of the immortal Father;

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.

We have come to the setting of the sun,

and we look to the evening light.

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
You are worthy of being praised

with pure voices forever.

O Son of God, O Giver of life:

the universe proclaims Your glory.




Thanksgiving for Light

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your
people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a
lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You
love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Psalm 86

Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, for | am poor and needy.

Preserve my life, for | am godly; save your servant, who trusts in you—
you are my God.

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do | cry all the day.

Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my
soul.

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to
all who call upon you.

Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my plea for grace.

In the day of my trouble I call upon you, for you answer me.

There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any
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works like yours.

All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O
Lord, and shall glorify your name.

For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.

Teach me your way, O LORD, that | may walk in your truth; unite my
heart to fear your name.

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will
glorify your name forever.

For great is your steadfast love toward me; you have delivered my soul
from the depths of Sheol.

O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless men
seek my life, and they do not set you before them.

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.

Turn to me and be gracious to me; give your strength to your servant,
and save the son of your maidservant.

Show me a sign of your favor, that those who hate me may see and be
put to shame because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen




447 Jesus, in Your Dying Woes
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6 May our hearts to You in - cline And their thoughts Your
7 Je - sus, lov - ing to the end Her whose heart Your
8 May we in Your sor - rows share, For Your sake all
9 May we all Your loved ones be, Al one ho - ly
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cross en - twine. Cheer our souls with hope di - vine:

sor - rows rend, And Your dear - est hu - man friend:
per - il dare, And en - joy Your ten - der care:
fam - i - 1ly, Lov - ing, since Your love we see:
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Hear us, ho - 1y Je - sus.
Hear us, ho - ly Je - sus.
Hear us, ho - ly Je - sus.
Hear us, ho - ly Je - sus.

Text: Thomas B. Pollock, 1836-96, alt.

Tune: Bernhard Schumacher, 1886-1978

Text: Public domain

Tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001220




Holy Gospel

%4Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high
priest’s house, and Peter was following at a distance. >>And when they had
kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat
down among them. *®Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and
looking closely at him, said, “This man also was with him.” >’But he denied it,
saying, “Woman, | do not know him.” 58And a little later someone else saw
him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, | am not.”
59And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying,
“Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.” ®°But Peter
said, “Man, | do not know what you are talking about.” And immediately,
while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. %*And the Lord turned and
looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had
said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.”
62And he went out and wept bitterly.

5Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as
they beat him. ®*They also blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy!
Who is it that struck you?” ®°And they said many other things against him,
blaspheming him.

56When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered
together, both chief priests and scribes. And they led him away to their
council, and they said, ¢7“If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them,
“If 1 tell you, you will not believe, %8and if | ask you, you will not answer. %°But
from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power
of God.” 7°So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said to
them, “You say that | am.” "*Then they said, “What further testimony do we
need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.”

Zhut standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 2®When Jesus saw his mother
and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother,
“Woman, behold, your son!” ’Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon - Pastor John Lukomski
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Magnificat

Refrain
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior.

For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden.
For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed.
For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name;
and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.

Refrain

He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty

away.

He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to

our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain




Litany
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Rev. Matt Harrison and Rev. Heath Curtis, for all pastors in Christ, for
all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For President Trump, Governor Pritzker, Mayor Marcus, for all public
servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may
be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and
for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For...let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give
thanks to the Lord:

Thanks be to God.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves,
one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
To You, O Lord.



Collect for Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot
give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the *} Son, and the Holy

Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Amen.
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887 Now the Light Has Gone Away
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1 Now the light has gone a- way; Fa - ther, lis-ten while I pray,
2 Je - sus, Sav-ior, wash a - way All that has been wrong to - day;
3 Let my near and dear ones be Al - ways near and dear to Thee;
4 Now my eve-ning praise I give; Thou didst die that I might live.
5 Thou, my best and kind-est Friend, Thou wilt love me to the end.
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Ask - ing Thee to watch and keep And to send me qui- et sleep.
Help me ev -'ry day to be Good and gen - tle, more like Thee.
O bring me and all I love To Thy hap - py home a - bove.
All  my bless-ings come from Thee; Oh, how good Thou art to me!
Let me love Thee more and more, Al - ways bet - ter than be - fore.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 183679, alt.
Tune: Liederbuch fur Kleinkinder-Schulen, 1842, Kaiserswerth
Text and tune: Public domain
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Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises.
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