Midweek Lent Service
February 25, 2026

Evening Prayer
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.
Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
and the day is almost over.

Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.

Phos Hilaron (O Joyful Light)

Joyous light of glory:

of the immortal Father; heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. We have
come to the setting of the sun, and we look to the evening light. We
sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: You are worthy of being
praised with pure voices forever. O Son of God, O Giver of life: the
universe proclaims Your glory.

Thanksgiving for Light

Psalm
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your
people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a
lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You
love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Psalm 32:1-7
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in
whose spirit there is no deceit.
For when | kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all
day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was
dried up as by the heat of summer.
I acknowledged my sin to you, and | did not cover my iniquity; | said, “I
will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity
of my sin.
Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when
you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not
reach him.
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you
surround me with shouts of deliverance.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen



614 “As Surely as | Live,” God Said
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1 “As  sure - ly as I live,” God said, “I would not
2 And so our Lord gave this com - mand: “Go forth and
3 “All  those whose sins you thus re - mit I tru - ly
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see the sin - ner dead. I want him turned from
preach in ev - 'ry land; Be - stow  on all My
par - don and ac - quit, And those whose sins  you
loose, that shall be free; To My dear Church the
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er - ror's ways, Re - pen-tant, liv - ing end - less days.”

par - d’ning grace Who  will re - pent and mend their ways.
will re - tain Con - demned and guilt - y shall re - main.
keys are giv'n To o - pen, close the gates of heav'n”

5 The words which absolution give
Are His who died that we might live;
The minister whom Christ has sent
Is but His humble instrument.

6 When ministers lay on their hands,
Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;
He who by grace the Word believes
The purchase of His blood receives.

7 All praise to You, O Christ, shall be
For absolution full and free,
In which You show Your richest grace;
From false indulgence guard our race.

/\ 8 Praise God the Father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
As was, is now, and so shall be
World without end, eternally!

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.; Tune: Jeremiah Clarke, c. 1674—-1707; Text and tune:
Public domain




Holy Gospel Luke 23:32-43

32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with
him. 33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they
crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 3*And
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they
cast lots to divide his garments. 3°And the people stood by, watching, but the
rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is
the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 3The soldiers also mocked him, coming
up and offering him sour wine 3and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews,
save yourself!” 3¥There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of
the Jews.”

390ne of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not
the Christ? Save yourself and us!” “°But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
“IAnd we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but
this man has done nothing wrong.” “>And he said, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.” “*And he said to him, “Truly, | say to
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon - Pastor John Lukomski




Magnificat

Refrain
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior

For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden.

For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed.

For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name;
and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.

Refrain

He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty

away.

He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to

our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain




Litany
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Rev. Matt Harrison and Rev. Heath Curtis, for all pastors in Christ, for
all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For Donald Trump, Governor Pritzker, Mayor Marcus, for all public
servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may
be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this
and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and
for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For...let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give
thanks to the Lord:

Thanks be to God.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves,
another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
To You, O Lord.



Collect for Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the I+ Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless and preserve you.

Amen.




878 Abide with Me
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
21 need Thy pres - ence ev - ry pass - ing hour;
3 Come not in ter - rors, as the King of kings,
4 Swift to its close  ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
‘What but Thy grace can foil the tempt-er’s pow’r?
But kind and good, with heal - ing in Thy wings;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glo - ries pass a - way;
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When oth - er help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
‘Who like Thy - self my guide and stay can be?
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev - 'ry plea.
Change and de - cay in all a-round I see;
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Help of the  help-1less, O a - bide with me.
Through cloud and sun - shine, O a - bide with me.
Come, Friend of sin - ners, thus a - bide with me.
O Thou who chang - est not, a - bide with me.

5 | fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav’'n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

Please join us next Wednesday @ 6:30 for a Fellowship Dinner

St. James Guiding Statement

Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises.
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