The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 1, 2026
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vain— 1 count all but loss that I  Christ may ob - tain!
vine, The bless-ing of heav - en-ly wis - dom is mine.
tain, And in them in glo - ry with You 1  shall reign.
vain— [ count all but loss that I  Christ may ob - tain!
Text: Johann Heinrich Schréder, 1667-99; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812-97, alt.; Tune: Adam Krieger, 1634—-66;
Text and tune: Public domain
Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Kyrie

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Exhortation
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought,
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ,
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession and Absolution

| confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to
you, my brothers and sisters, that | have sinned in thought, word, and
deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault;
wherefore | pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my
sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins in Jesus’ name. Amen.

| confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and
to you, my brothers and sisters, that | have sinned in thought, word,
and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous
fault; wherefore | pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me
all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Reflection on God's Forgiveness

God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us.

Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more
shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death
of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by
his life.

More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.



Service of the Word

Psalm Psalm 15
O Lord, who shall sojourn in your tent? Who shall dwell on your holy
hill?
He who walks blamelessly and does what is right and speaks truth in
his heart;
who does not slander with his tongue and does no evil to his neighbor,

nor takes up a reproach against his friend;

in whose eyes a vile person is despised, but who honors those who
fear the Lord; who swears to his own hurt and does not change;

who does not put out his money at interest and does not take a bribe
against the innocent. He who does these things shall never be moved.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen
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Gloria in Excelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir -it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke




Old Testament Reading Micah 6:1-8

'Hear what the LORD says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and
let the hills hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the
LorD, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the LORD has an
indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3“0 my
people, what have | done to you? How have | wearied you? Answer me!
“For | brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the
house of slavery, and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. >0 my
people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the
son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that
you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”

5“With what shall | come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on
high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?
"Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of
rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my
body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, O man, what is good; and
what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

New Testament Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God. '°For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? ?*For since, in
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 2’For
Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, >*but to those who
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God. °For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of
God is stronger than men.

28Eor consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according
to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble
birth. 2But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 22God chose what is
low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing
things that are, 2°so that no human being might boast in the presence of
God. 3%He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our
wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption.
31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God




Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat
down, his disciples came to him.

2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

S“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

5“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall
be satisfied.

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

%“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.

11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. ?Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles' Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life I+ everlasting. Amen.
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take my hope of bliss a - way. But, Lord, with You be -
me a stead - fast trust re - tain; And then at  my de -
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I Qﬁ I T — i KT
e e I i R ™ [ — a— e  — T
LY | et et N | "4 | | [ | | |

Q) I ' L4 I |4 I |4
wis - dom Re-lies on shift - ing ground. God’s Word is
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me, O Sav - ior, A firm - er faith be - stow; Then
death, Lord, keep me Un-til Your heav’'n 1 gain, Where
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trust - ing in its wis - dom, My faith shall rest se - cure.
1 shall bid de - fi - ance To ev - ry e - vil foe.
1 by Your great mer - cy The end of faith at - tain.

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg; Text and
tune: Public domain

Sermon - Pastor George Gude

Offering

Please take a moment to sign in and pass the "Record of Friendship" booklet or
use the QR code on the back of this bulletin.

Prayer of the Church

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.




Service of the Sacrament

Preface
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to
all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke




Lord’s Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
Agnus Dei
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20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, o Lord, we  pray.

Distribution




982 Blest Are They
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1 Blest are they, the poor in  spir - it; Theirs is  the
2 Blest are they, the low - ly omnes;__ They shall in -
3 Blest are they who  show mer - cy; Mer - cy
4 Blest are they who  seek peace; They are the
5 Blest are you who suf - fer hate, All____ be -
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king-dom of God.____ Blest are they, full __  of
her - it the wearth._ Blest are they who hun-ger and
shall_~  be theirs. Blest are they, the pure__ of
chil-dren of God.___ Blest are they who suf-fer in
cause__ of Me. Re-joice and be glad, yours is the
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thirst; They shall  have their  fill.
heart; They shall see God!
faith; The glo - ry of God is theirs.
king - dom; Shine for all to see.
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king - dom of God.

Text and tune: David Haas, 1957
Text and tune: © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001220




Merciful God
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1.Mer - ci - ful God, O a-bound - ing in love, faith - ful to
2.Mer - ci - ful God, O a - bound - ing in love, faith - ful through
3. Mer - ci - ful God, O a - bound - ing in love, faith - ful to
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all who draw near You, hear - ing the cries of the hum - ble in
times we have failed You. Self - ish in thought and wun - car - ing in
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heart, show - ing the cross they may cling to. Help-less I come
deed, fool - ish in word and un - grate - ful. Spir - it of God,
heart, grow - ing our faith with each test - ing. God speed the day
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bro - ken in sin, found at the feet of Your mer - cy.
con - quer our hearts with love that flows from for - give - ness;
strug - gles will end, fault - less we’ll gaze on Your glo - ry;
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Fa - ther, for - give, may my sin be re - mem - bered no more.
Cause us to yield and re - tum to the mer - cy of God
Then we will stand o - ver - whelmed by the mer - cy of God.

Text: Keith Getty; Kristyn Getty; Stuart Townend
Tune: Keith Getty; Kristyn Getty; Stuart Townend

Text and tune: © 2006 Thankyou Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734




578 Thy Strong Word
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1 Thy strong word did cleave the dark - ness; At Thy
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in dark - ness, Dark as
3 Thy strong Word be -speaks us righ - teous; Bright with
4 From the cross Thy wis - dom shin - ing Break - eth
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night and deep as death, Broke the light of
Thine own ho - 1i - ness, Glo - rious now, we
forth in con - qu'ring might; From the cross for -
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light we thank Thee, While =~ Thine or - dered sea - sons run.
Thy sal - va - tion, Breathed Thine own life - breath-ing breath.
press toward glo - ry, And our lives our hopes con - fess.
ev - er beam - eth All Thy  bright re - deem - ing light.
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Al -le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia! Praise to
Al -le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia! Praise to
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Thee who light dost  send! Al - le - lu - ia,
Thee who light dost  send! Al - le - lu - ia,
Thee who light dost  send! Al - le - lu - ia,
Thee who light  dost send! Al - le - lu - ia,
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al -le - lu - ia!l Al - le - lu - ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - dia! Al - le - Iu - ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - dial Al - le - Iu - ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - dia!l Al - le - Iu - ia with - out end!

5  Give us lips to sing Thy glory, /\ 6 God the Father, light-creator,

Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, To Thee laud and honor be.
Throats that shout the hope that To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
fills us, Praise be sung eternally.
Mouths to speak Thy holy name. Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Alleluia, alleluia! lory, glory be to Thee.

May the light which Thou dost Mortals, angels, now and ever
send Praise the holy Trinity!

Fl” our SongS Wlth a”e|UiaS, Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-76; Tune: Thomas J.
Alleluias without end! Text: © 1969 Concordia Publisning House. Used by

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001220; Tune: Public
domain




The Dismissal

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.

Amen.

Call to Christian Community

"For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that

we should love one another" (1 John 3:11). After the last song, please
take time to greet one another, and if you see someone you don't know,
introduce yourself. The Christian life isn't meant to be lived alone, but
in community. Now receive God's Blessing:

Benediction

Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.

Amen.

Rise My Soul, the Lord is Risen
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1.Rise my soul, the Lord is ris - en.
2.Rest my soul, the Lord is ris - en.
3.Peace my soul, the Lord is ris - en.
4. Rise my soul for I amris - en,
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Come, be - hold the emp -ty grave. See the place where dark - ness laid Him. Sing, for on - ly
Love's re - deem - ing work is done. Now the Fa - ther sees His chil - dren as  He sees His
Come and have your hope re- newed. For this trial is brief and fleet - ing, tears will turn to
seat - ed now with Christ, my Lord. As my life be - longs to heav - en, fear shall hold its
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hope re - mains. Hal - le - lu - jah, praise for - ev - er, death de -feat - ed and life re - stored

sin - less Son. Oh the won - der, oh the glo - ry, that same fa - vor is now my own.
glo - ry soon.  Shout with joy and sound the tri - umph, let the mu -sic of heav - en roar.
sway no more. On - ward, up - ward t'ward the treas - ure, filled with cour-ageand end - less hope.
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by that great im - mor - tal pow - er. Christ is ris -en, a - rise my soul.
Shame be - hind me, grace be - fore me. Christ is ris - en,a - rise my souUl. (BRIDGE sung by choir)
Let the boast of death be si- lent. Christ is ris-en, @8 - rise my soul.
For this truth is mine for - ev - er, Christ is rtis-en, @ - rise my soul.

Text: Jonny Robinson; Matt Boswell; Matt Papa; Rich Thompson
Tune: Jonny Robinson; Matt Boswell; Matt Papa; Rich Thompson
Text and tune: © 2024 City Alight Resources; © 2024 Getty Music Publishing; © 2024 Love Your Enemies Publishing; © 2024
Messenger Hymns; © 2024 Getty Music Hymns and Songs. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734




This Week at-a-Glance
Today
e Worship Service (Pastor George Gude) — 9:00 AM
e Adult Bible Study — 10:45 AM (Downstairs)
e Discovering Christianity Class— 10:45 AM (Downstairs)
e Sunday School —10:30 AM (Sanctuary)

Wednesday

e Men’s Bible Study — 6:30 AM (Downstairs)
Thursday

® AA Meeting — 6:30 PM (Downstairs)
Saturday

® AA Meeting —1:30 PM
e Circle of Friends (LWML) — 10:00 AM

Announcements
Fellowship Opportunities

Bunko and Snacks — February 15 @ 6:00 PM. For more information, please
contact Jen Weber, jen@stjamesglencarbon.org

St. James Life Ministry - Advocating, Educating, and Caring for All Human Life
St. James is participating in the Mosaic Baby Bottle campaign. We encourage
you to stand with us as we support life by filling a baby bottle with your
spare change or donation. Bottles are in the narthex and can be returned
anytime up to February 15%™.

For more information about this and other Life Ministry Opportunities,
please contact Janice Lanto or the church office.

The Call Committee encourages everyone to continue prayers for our call
process , for our hearts to be open to the shepherd God has prepared for us
and especially for Pastor Paul Moldenhauer and his family as he considers our
pastoral call.

We invite you to join us for a Congregational Town Hall Meeting on Sunday,
March 22, immediately following worship. This gathering is a great opportunity
for open conversation around church business, shared ideas, and thoughtful
discussion. We value transparent communication and would love to hear your
guestions, insights, and hopes as we move forward together. All are
encouraged to attend, and we hope to see many voices represented as we
listen, learn, and share.


https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/sunday-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/discovering-christianity/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/childrens-sunday-school-youth-confirmation/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/circle-of-friends-2026-schedule
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/bunco-night-snacks/
mailto:jen@stjamesglencarbon.org
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/st-james-life-ministry-life-month-2025

St. James Guiding Statement

Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises.

St. James Mission Pillars

Healing
Communit
—— Restoration
St. James Lutheran Church

146 North Main

P.O. Box 644
“ Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034
,:_" ‘r{‘ Office: 618.288.6120

Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org

SAINT JAMES www.stjamesglencarbon.org

LUTHERAN CHURCH



https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-fifth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-tenth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-seventh-sunday-after-pentecost-2/
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

