Christmas Eve
December 24, 2025

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,

3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
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Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing;
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come ye, O come__ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye «cit - i- zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee_ _  be glo - ry giv’'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - 1y to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
A Refrain . . .
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt.
Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786
Text and tune: Public domain



Christmas Eve Invocation & Verses

Fe® FRC

FRH®

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God.

All things were made through him, and without him was not anything
made that was made.

In him was life, and the life was the light of men.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,

And we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.

Confession and Absolution

O almighty God, merciful Father,

1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Amen




361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent -ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv’'n!
40 ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to  hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And  prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
O come to wus, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93

Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908
Text and tune: Public domain



Old Testament Reading
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2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
3You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.
“For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
SFor every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.
SFor to us a child is born,
to us asonis given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
’0f the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Isaiah 9:2-7




370 What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mar - y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear shall
lov - ing hearts en - throne Him. Raise, raise  the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing;
pierce Him through, The  cross be borme for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98

Tune: English, 16th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain




Epistle Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,
training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 3waiting for our
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ, Y*who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to
purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good
works.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

368 Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;

D)

f
7 K

I
Y
T

t

And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in- spire your heav’n - ly song?
Come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.
Text and tune: French
Text and tune: Public domain




Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-14

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

!In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. *This was the first registration when Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. *And
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, °to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child. 8And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.
’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. °And an angel of the Lord appeared to them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear.
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of
a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. ?And this will be a sign for
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”
3And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life I+ everlasting. Amen.




366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 All you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:

And  still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.
Who toill a-long a drea-ry way With pain- ful steps and slow:

When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.
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“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’'n’s all - gra- cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look up, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,
His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,
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The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-76, alt.

Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon - Pastor William Engfehr
Anthem "Away in a Manger" - Children

Prayer

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of
the true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light
on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.




380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;

2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer -cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”

Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;

Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!

Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!
Born  to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.

A Refrain ) -
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-47
Text and tune: Public domain

Benediction

The grace of our Lord I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.




363 Silent Night, Holy Night
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1 Si - lent mnightt ho - ly night! All is calm,
281 - lent night, ho - ly night! Shep - herds  quake
38 - lent mnight, ho - ly night! Son of God,
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all is bright Round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en-ly
Heav’'n-ly hosts sing, Al -le-lu - ial Christ, the Sav -ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787-1863
Text and tune: Public domain

St. James Guiding Statement

Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises.

St. James Mission Pillars

Healing
Community
Restoration

St. James Lutheran Church
146 North Main

P.O. Box 644
g Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034
,:_' "_:, Office: 618.288.6120

Email: contact@sgamesglencarbon.org
SAINT JAMES www.stjamesglencarbon.org
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