
Midweek Advent 

December 17, 2025 
 
Evening Prayer 

L Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

C the light no darkness can overcome. 

L Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

C and the day is almost over. 

L Let Your light scatter the darkness 

C and illumine Your Church. 

 

Phos Hilaron 

L Joyous light of glory: 

C of the immortal Father; 

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 

We have come to the setting of the sun, 

and we look to the evening light. 

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 

You are worthy of being praised 

with pure voices forever. 

O Son of God, O Giver of life: 

the universe proclaims Your glory. 

 

Thanksgiving for Light 

L Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your 

people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a 

lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You 

love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

  



Psalm Psalm 146 

L Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul!  

C I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I have 

my being. 

L Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.  

C When his breath departs he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans 

perish. 

L Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God,  

C who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith 

forever; 

L who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The Lord 

sets the prisoners free;  

C the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed 

down; the Lord loves the righteous.  

L The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

C The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the 

Lord! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

  



347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1–3 

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 

 that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

 double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

  

L This is the word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

 



Final Reading Response 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

Sermon 

 

Magnificat 

 

 

 
  

  

  

L  For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 

  For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed. 

  For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 

  and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to 

generation. 

  

C  Refrain 

 

L  He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their  

hearts. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the 

lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent 

empty away. 

He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He 

spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  

C  Refrain              

 

  



Litany 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For Rev. Matt Harrison and Rev. Heath Curtis, for all pastors in Christ, for 

all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For Donald Trump, Governor Pritzker, Mayor Marcus, for all public 

servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may 

be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in 

this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here 

present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and 

for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

  

L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give 

thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 

  

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  



L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 

 

Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot 

give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 

that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 

and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

  

Benediction 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 

  



332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 

6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 

 

 

  



 
St. James Guiding Statement 

 
Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and 
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises. 

 

St. James Mission Pillars 
 

Healing 

Community 

Restoration 
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