
The Last Sunday of the Church Year 

November 23, 2025 
907 God Himself is Present 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gerhard Tersteegen, 1697–1769, abr.; tr. Frederick W. Foster, 1760–1835, alt.; tr. John Miller, 1756–90, alt. 

Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650–80 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Invocation 

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

L Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 



Confession and Absolution 

L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to 

you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 

sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all your sins in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
  

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and 

to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, 

and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous 

fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me 

all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 

remission of all your sins in Jesus9 name. 
C Amen. 

 

Reflection on God's Forgiveness Romans 5:8-11 

L God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us. 

C Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more 

shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 

L For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death 

of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by 

his life. 

C More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 

  



Service of the Word 
 

Psalm Psalm 46 
L  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

C Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the 

mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 

L  though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its 

swelling. 

C There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 

habitation of the Most High. 

L  God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her 

when morning dawns. 

C The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth 

melts. 

L  the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

C Come, behold the works of the LORD, how he has brought desolations 

on the earth. 

L  He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and 

shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. 

C <Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I 
will be exalted in the earth!= 

L  The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 



 

Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:13–18 

 13<Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, 

8How have we spoken against you?9 14You have said, 8It is vain to serve God. 
What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning 

before the LORD of hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers 

not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.9= 

 16Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid 

attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before 

him of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 17<They shall be 
mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured 

possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 
18Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and 

the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.= 

  

L This is the word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

 

New Testament Reading Colossians 1:13–20 

 13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to 

the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. 

 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by 

him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 

created through him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 

preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

making peace by the blood of his cross. 

  

L This is the word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 

 

  



Holy Gospel Luke 23:27–43 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of 

women who were mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them 

Jesus said, <Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for 
yourselves and for your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when 

they will say, 8Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the 
breasts that never nursed!9 30Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 

8Fall on us,9 and to the hills, 8Cover us.9 31For if they do these things when the 

wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?= 

 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 

him. 33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 

crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And 

Jesus said, <Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.= And they 
cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the 

rulers scoffed at him, saying, <He saved others; let him save himself, if he is 
the Christ of God, his Chosen One!= 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming 

up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, <If you are the King of the Jews, 

save yourself!= 38There was also an inscription over him, <This is the King of 
the Jews.= 

 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, <Are you not 
the Christ? Save yourself and us!= 40But the other rebuked him, saying, <Do 
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 
41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but 

this man has done nothing wrong.= 42And he said, <Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.= 43And he said to him, <Truly, I say to 
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.= 

  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And 

in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

  



905 Come, Thou Almighty King 

 

 

 

 
Text: English, before 1760, alt. 

Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Offering 

 

Prayer Response 

L Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

  



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

L It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 

laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 

all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 

rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 

The Words of Our Lord 

L Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: <Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.= 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: <Drink of it, all of you; this cup 
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.= 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 

 



515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

 

 

 

 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt. 

Tune: Swedish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



642 O Living Bread from Heaven 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbüttel, ed. Michael Praetorius 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

 

 

 
 

5 Sinners, whose love can ne9er forget 

    The wormwood and the gall, 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

6 Let ev9ry kindred, ev9ry tribe, 
    On this terrestrial ball 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 

    We at His feet may fall! 

We9ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

We9ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Text (sts. 1–5): Edward Perronet, 1726–92, alt.; (sts. 6–7): A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 

Tune: Oliver Holden, 1765–1844 

Text and tune: Public domain 

The Dismissal 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 



Call to Christian Community 

L The apostle John wrote, <&this is (God9s) commandment, that we 
believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as 

He has commanded us= (1 John 3:23). As believers in Jesus, God calls us 
to community. Please take time to greet and get to know one another 

after our last song. If you see someone you don9t know, introduce 
yourself. Now receive God8s blessing.  

 

Benediction 

L Let us bless the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

837 Lift High the Cross  

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let ev9ry race and ev9ry language tell 
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt. 
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947 

Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001220 

 



 

This Week at-a-Glance 
Today 

● Worship Service (Pastor Michael Walther) – 9:00 AM 

● Adult Bible Study– 10:45 AM (Downstairs) 

● Sunday School – 10:30 AM (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday 

● Men9s Bible Study– 6:30 AM (Downstairs) 

● Jr. & Sr. High Youth – 6:30 PM (Staake Home) 

● Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service - 6:30 PM 

Thursday 

• AA Meeting – 6:30 PM (Downstairs)  
Saturday 

● Advent Decorating – 9:00 AM 

● AA Meeting – 1:30 PM 
● Women9s Bible Study – 10:00 AM 

 

Announcements 

 
Advent Decorating 

The Altar Guild invites you& everyone& to join in decorating St. James on This 

Saturday at 9:00 AM.  Please contact Nic Schatte at nic@stjamesglencarbon.org 

or call the church office if you have any questions. 

 
Please mark your calendars for the St. James Annual Congregational Meeting 

which will be held on December 7th immediately following service.  Agenda and 

Proposed Budget will be emailed to all members with emails.   

 
  

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/sunday-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/childrens-sunday-school-youth-confirmation/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/mens-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/youth-ministry/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/?s=women+bible+study
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/christmas-decorating-2025/
mailto:nic@stjamesglencarbon.org
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/20251207-congregational-meeting/


Community Service Opportunity:  St James is passing out free hot chocolate at 

the Glen Carbon Winter Market on Saturday, November 29th from 5-8 pm.  If 

you are interested in helping, please let Jen Weber or Tina Enke know.  The 

Winter Market is located at the village museum.   

Congregational Voters Meeting 

 

Mark your calendars and plan to join us for Thanksgiving Eve Service this 

Wednesday, November 26th at 6:30 PM. 

 
What is the best way to govern a church body or 

denomination? Should there be one person who has 

ultimate authority? How about government by board or 

committee? Or maybe each congregation should be 

essentially independent. What is the biblical model? That9s 

the topic of discussion on the most recent episode of Craving Answers Craving 

God. 

 

Youth Group Schedule 

Please mark your calendars:  

• Regular Youth Group Wednesday meetings will be paused during 

Advent (Nov. 30) and resume January 7th at the Staake home.   

• Jr & Sr High Youth Christmas Party will be held Friday, December 19th 

at the Staake home 6:30 PM – 9:00 PM. 

 
 

St. James Guiding Statement 

 
Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and 
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises. 

 

St. James Mission Pillars 
 

Healing 

Community 

Restoration 

 
St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 
P.O. Box 644 

Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 
Office: 618.288.6120 

Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 

www.stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/winter-market/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/cacg-ep130/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/cacg-ep130/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-fifth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-tenth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-seventh-sunday-after-pentecost-2/
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/cacg-ep130/

