Midweek Lent
April 2, 2025

Evening Prayer
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.
Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
and the day is almost over.

Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.

Phos Hilaron (O Joyful Light)

Joyous light of glory:

of the immortal Father;

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.

We have come to the setting of the sun,

and we look to the evening light.

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
You are worthy of being praised

with pure voices forever.

0O Son of God, O Giver of life:

the universe proclaims Your glory.

Thanksgiving for Light

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your
people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a
lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You
love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.

Amen.




Psalm Psalm 102
Hear my prayer, O LORD; let my cry come to you!

Do not hide your face from me in the day of my distress! Incline your
ear to me; answer me speedily in the day when | call!

For my days pass away like smoke, and my bones burn like a furnace.
My heart is struck down like grass and has withered; | forget to eat my
bread.

Because of my loud groaning my bones cling to my flesh.

I am like a desert owl of the wilderness, like an owl of the waste
places;

| lie awake; I am like a lonely sparrow on the housetop.

All the day my enemies taunt me; those who deride me use my name
for a curse.

For | eat ashes like bread and mingle tears with my drink,

because of your indignation and anger; for you have taken me up and
thrown me down.

My days are like an evening shadow; | wither away like grass.

But you, O LORD, are enthroned forever; you are remembered
throughout all generations.

You will arise and have pity on Zion; it is the time to favor her; the
appointed time has come.

For your servants hold her stones dear and have pity on her dust.
Nations will fear the name of the LorD, and all the kings of the earth will
fear your glory.

For the Lorp builds up Zion; he appears in his glory;

he regards the prayer of the destitute and does not despise their prayer.
Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people yet to
be created may praise the LORD:

that he looked down from his holy height; from heaven the LorD looked
at the earth,

to hear the groans of the prisoners, to set free those who were
doomed to die,

that they may declare in Zion the name of the LORD, and in Jerusalem his
praise,

when peoples gather together, and kingdoms, to worship the LORD.

He has broken my strength in midcourse; he has shortened my days.

“O my God,” | say, “take me not away in the midst of my days— you
whose years endure throughout all generations!”

Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the
work of your hands.

They will perish, but you will remain; they will all wear out like a
garment. You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away,
but you are the same, and your years have no end.

The children of your servants shall dwell secure; their offspring shall be
established before you.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen
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Hymn: When in the Hour of Deepest Need
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1 When in the hour of deep - est need We know not
2 Then is our com - fort this a - lone That we may
3 For You have prom-ised, Lord, to heed Your chil-dren’s
4 And so we come, O God, to - day And all our
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where to look for aid; When  days and nights of
meet be - fore Your throne; To You, O faith - ful
cries in time of need Through Him whose name a -
woes be - fore You lay; For sore - ly tried, cast
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anx - ious thought No help or coun-sel yet have  brought,
God, we cry For res-cue in our mis - er - y.
lone is great, Our Sav-ior and our ad - vo - cate.
down, we stand, Per - plexed by fears on ev - 'ty hand.

5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face;
Absolve us through Your boundless grace.
Be with us in our anguish still;
Free us at last from ev'ry ill.

6 So we with all our hearts each day
To You our glad thanksgiving pay,
Then walk obedient to Your Word,

And now and ever praise You, Lord.
Text: Paul Eber, 1511-69; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510-61
Text and tune: Public domain




Reading Luke 23:1-12

Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate.
2And they began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our
nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself
is Christ, a king.” 3And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And
he answered him, “You have said so.” “Then Pilate said to the chief priests
and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” 5But they were urgent, saying,
“He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to
this place.”

5When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. ’And
when he learned that he belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over
to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8When Herod saw
Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had
heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by him. °So he
questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. °The chief priests
and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. !And Herod with his
soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in
splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. And Herod and Pilate became
friends with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity
with each other.

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the
prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon




Magnificat

Refrain
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My soul mag-ni - fies the Lord, and my spir - it re -
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joic - es in God, my Sav - ior. My soul mag-ni-fies the
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior

For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden.
For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed.
For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name;

and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.

Refrain

He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the
lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent
empty away.

He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain




Litany
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Rev. Matt Harrison and Rev. Heath Curtis, for all pastors in Christ, for
all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For President Trump, Governor Pritzker, Mayor Marcus, for all public
servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may
be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this
and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and
for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For... let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

e prayers then continue:
For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give
thanks to the Lord:

Alleluia.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves,
one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
To You, O Lord.



Collect for Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that
we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
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Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the I Son, and the Holy
Spirit, bless and preserve you.

Amen.




Hymn to Depart: Now the Light Has Gone Away
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1 Now the light has gone a- way; Fa - ther, lis-ten while T pray,
2 Je - sus, Sav-ior, wash a - way All that has been wrong to - day;
3 Let my near and dearones be Al - waysnear and dear to Thee;
4 Now my eve-ning praise I give; Thou didst die that I might live.
5 Thou, my best and kind-est Friend, Thou wilt love me to the end.
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Ask - ing Thee to watch and keep And to send me qui- et sleep.
Help me ev - ’ry day to be Good and gen - tle, more like Thee.
O bring me and all I love To Thy hap - py home a - bove.
All  my bless-ings come from Thee; Oh, how good Thou art to me!
Let me love Thee more and more, Al - ways bet - ter than be - fore.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79, alt.
Tune: Liederbuch fir Kleinkinder-Schulen, 1842, Kaiserswerth
Text and tune: Public domain
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Please remember to join us through this Lent season for our midweek
services on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM

St. James Guiding Statement

Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises.

St. James Mission Pillars

Healing

Community
Restoration

St. James Attendance

St. James Lutheran Church
146 North Main
P.O. Box 644
Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034
Office: 618.288.6120
Email: contact@sgamesglencarbon.org
SAINT JAMES www.stiamesglencarbon.org
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https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-fifth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-tenth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-seventh-sunday-after-pentecost-2/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEks--Gd968HEjbxZ3rNFjO4CP7CxlX7hfD443R6fYiLH9Nw/viewform
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

