
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
April 28, 2024 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn  My Savior's Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Keith Getty; Matt Boswell; Matt Papa; Tune: © 2019 Getty Music. Used by permission: One License no. A-728607 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



Kyrie 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Exhortation 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

P Upon this your confession, I announce the grace of God to all of you, and 

in the stead and by the command of my Savior Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen 
 

Reflection on God's Forgiveness 1 Corinthians 15:20, 54-57 

P Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 

C Death is swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is your victory?  O 

death, where is your sting? 

P The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

C But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 



Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 150 

P  Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty 

heavens! 

C Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent 

greatness! 

P  Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 

C Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and 

pipe! 

P  Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing 

cymbals! 

C Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise the LORD! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



First Reading Acts 8:26–40 

 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, <Rise and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.= This is a desert place. 27And 

he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of 

Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He 

had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, 

and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, <Go 
over and join this chariot.= 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 

Isaiah the prophet and asked, <Do you understand what you are reading?= 
31And he said, <How can I, unless someone guides me?= And he invited Philip 
to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was 

reading was this: 

<Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 

 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

  so he opens not his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

 Who can describe his generation? 

  For his life is taken away from the earth.= 

34And the eunuch said to Philip, <About whom, I ask you, does the prophet 
say this, about himself or about someone else?= 35Then Philip opened his 

mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about 

Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road they came to some water, 

and the eunuch said, <See, here is water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?= 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went 

down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And 

when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip 

away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But 

Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the 

gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



 

Epistle 1 John 4 

 1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 

they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By 

this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ 

has come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess 

Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 

coming and now is in the world already. 4Little children, you are from God 

and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in 

the world. 5They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, 

and the world listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God 

listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know 

the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 

has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not 

know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest 

among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 

through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 

us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so 

loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if 

we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given 

us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his 

Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son 

of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to 

believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love 

abides in God, and God abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with us, so 

that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so 

also are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 

fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been 

perfected in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, <I 
love God,= and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his 
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And 

this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his 

brother. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Holy Gospel John 15:1–8 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  1[Jesus said:] <I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every 

branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that 

does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean 

because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As 

the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 

you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 

abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 

you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a 

branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 

much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.= 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.  
 



Sermon Hymn Oh, How Good It Is 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Ross Holmes and Stuart Townend; Text and tune: © 2012 Getty Music. Used by 

permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

 



 

 

 

Sermon 
 

Offering 

Please take a moment to sign and pass the <Record of Friendship= booklet or 

use the QR code located on the inside cover of the booklet.  

 

Prayer of the Church  

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. 

And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the 

glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, 

who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He 

has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us 

everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 

with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and singing... 
 



Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

 



Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn # 611  Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt.; Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901; Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 

Distribution Hymn The Compassion Hymn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Kristyn Getty; Keith Getty; Stuart Townend; Tune: © 2008 Thankyou Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

 



Distribution Hymn # 560  Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed 

 

 

 
 

Text: Genevieve M. Irons, 1855–1928; Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal 



Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 



This Week at-a-Glance 
 

Today 

• Worship Service – 9:00 AM 

• Sunday School – 10:45 AM 

• Adult Bible Study - 10:45 AM 

• Discovering Christianity – 6:00 PM 

Wednesday 

• Men’s Bible Study 6:30 AM – 7:30 AM 

• Youth Group – 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

Saturday 

• Women’s Bible Study – 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM 
 

Announcements 
 

April Ministry Spotlight:  St. James Education Team 

Education Deacon:  William Ellington 

Sunday School Teachers:  William Ellington, Eric Robinson, 

Stacey Staake, Nic Schatte, McKenzie Brakenhoff, Suzie 

Robinson, Shala Carson 

Adult Bible Study Leaders:  Aaron Mueller, Tina Barnard 

Check out our Women's Bible Study <I Have Set My King on 
Zion=: 
• Saturdays, 9-10:30 AM, Fellowship Hall - 12 weeks 

long 

• If you plan to bring your kids, please contact William 

at 618-407-4558 or 

williamellington@saintjamesglencarbon.org 
 

We are planning a VBS-style Summer Sunday School 

program centered on the Armor of God (Ephesians 6). 

• This program will last all of June and July (9 weeks).  

We will have a launch party during Sunday School on 

June 2. We will have a closing party during Sunday 

School on July 28. 

• We are looking for adult volunteers for each week 

of the program. 

• If you would like to volunteer, please contact William 

at 618-407-4558 or 

williamellington@saintjamesglencarbon.org 

We are always looking for new teachers and substitute 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/sunday-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/online-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/discovering-christianity/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/mens-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/weekly-youth-group/
mailto:williamellington@saintjamesglencarbon.org


Easter Lillies 

The Easter lilies have been removed from the altar but are available if 

you would like the bulbs from the lilies to contact Nic Schatte before 

May 5 at nic@stjamesglencarbon.org. 

 

Youth Annual Yard Sale 

As you start your Spring Cleaning, please be looking for items that you 
would be willing to donate to the Youth Yard Sale. The Yard Sale will be 
on Saturday, June 15. Items can be dropped off at church the week 
before. Funds raised will help with expenses for the Mission Trip and 
the 2025 Youth Gathering. 

 

2024 MELHS Reunion Palooza 

The 2024 MELHS Reunion Palooza will be on Saturday June 22, 2024 

from 3pm - 8pm at the Edwardsville Township Park. The Class of 1984 is 

hosting this special reunion for all alumni and teachers from the 1981-

1987 graduating classes to join our 40-year celebration. Please visit our 

website https://melhs.fun for a schedule of events and specific details. 

The cost to attend is $20.00/Person. For more information or questions 

email alum84@melhs.fun. Don't miss this exciting opportunity to 

reconnect and reminisce! 

 

St. James is excited to be supporting the 

Glen Carbon’s Covered Bridge 5K with 
volunteers on race day.  This is a great 

community support opportunity for 

individuals and families.  You can serve on 

the support team on race day; run the race 

if you’d like; and stay for the festivities of 

the Glen Carbon Homecoming! 

 

Date:  June 15, 2024 

Place:  Covered Bridge, Main Street 

             198 S. Main Street 

             Glen Carbon, IL US 62034 

 

Sign up:  St. James’ Church Office Bulletin Board  Sign-up sheet or 

contact Jen Weber, jenweber@saintjamesglencarbon.org or the 

church office. 

mailto:nic@stjamesglencarbon.org
https://melhs.fun/
mailto:alum84@melhs.fun
https://runsignup.com/Race/IL/GlenCarbon/GlenCarbonCoveredBridgeRun
https://runsignup.com/Race/IL/GlenCarbon/GlenCarbonCoveredBridgeRun
mailto:jenweber@saintjamesglencarbon.org


 

St. James Ministry Plan 

The Ministry Planning team is excited to present the first St. James 

Ministry Plan!  This plan is available today in the narthex, on the 

bulletin board, on the homepage of our website and will be sent to all 

members via email (if your current email is on file in the church office) 

and standard mail to each member household.  If you have not 

received the plan and would like it mailed or emailed to you, please 

contact Cheryl in the church office. 
 

 

Was there really a global flood? Is it true that 

Jonah was swallowed by a giant fish&and 
survived? Did Moses actually part the Red 

Sea? Or are these and other Old Testament 

stories simply illustrative allegories or myths? 

That’s the topic of our newest episode of 
Craving Answers Craving God. It’s Episode 90 on your favorite podcast 
platform. 
 

St. James Guiding Statement 

Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and 
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises. 

 
 

St. James Mission Pillars 

            Healing 

        Community 

        Restoration 
St. James Attendance 

St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 

P.O. Box 644 

Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 

Office: 618.288.6120 

Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 

www.stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/cacg-/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-fifth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-tenth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-seventh-sunday-after-pentecost-2/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEks--Gd968HEjbxZ3rNFjO4CP7CxlX7hfD443R6fYiLH9Nw/viewform
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

