
The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 21, 2024 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn # 525  Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903; Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93; Text 

and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 



 

Confession and Absolution 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Because of Jesus, God has forgiven all our sin.  Hear the gospel of Christ 

from 1 John: 

"I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven on 

account of Jesus' name." 

C Amen. 

 

Reflection on God's Forgiveness Romans 8:35-39 

P Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 

C No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. 

P For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 

present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, 

C Nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Service of the Word 
Psalm Psalm 23 

P  The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

C  He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still 

waters. 

P  He restores my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
C  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil, for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

P  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you 

anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

C  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 

shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 



Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

First Reading Acts 4:1–12 

 1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the 

temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they 

were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the 

dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, 

for it was already evening. 4But many of those who had heard the word 

believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 

 5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in 

Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, 

and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7And when they had set them in 

the midst, they inquired, <By what power or by what name did you do this?= 
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, <Rulers of the people 
and elders, 9if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to 

a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10let it be known 

to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this 

man is standing before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected 

by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12And there is 

salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved.= 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

Epistle 1 John 3:16–24 

 16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to 

lay down our lives for the brothers. 17But if anyone has the world’s goods and 
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s 
love abide in him? 18Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed 

and in truth. 

 19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart 

before him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our 

heart, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn 

us, we have confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from 

him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 23And 

this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24Whoever keeps his 

commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he 

abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel John 10:11–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 11[Jesus said:] <I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does 

not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and 

the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired 

hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my 

own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that 

are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 

So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves 

me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it 

from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, 

and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my 

Father.= 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 



 

Sermon Hymn # 709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
 

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77; Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Offering 

Please take a moment to sign and pass the <Record of Friendship= booklet or 

use the QR code located on the inside cover of the booklet.  

 

Prayer of the Church  

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 



Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. 

And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the 

glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, 

who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He 

has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us 

everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 

with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and singing... 
 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Distribution 

 



Distribution Hymn  Before the Throne of God Above 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Vikki Cook; Charitie Lees Bancroft; Tune: Vikki Cook; Text and tune: © 1997 Sovereign Grace Worship. Used by 

permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

Distribution Hymn # 749  There Is a Balm in Gilead 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: African American spiritual; Text and tune: Public domain 



 

Distribution Hymn # 570  Just as I Am, without One Plea 

 

 

 
 

5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871; Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68; Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 



This Week at-a-Glance 
 

Today 

• Worship Service – 9:00 AM 

• Sunday School – 10:45 AM 

• Adult Bible Study - 10:45 AM 

• Discovering Christianity – 6:00 PM 

Wednesday 

• Men’s Bible Study 6:30 AM – 7:30 AM 

• Youth Group – 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

Saturday 

• Women’s Bible Study – 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM 

 

Announcements 

 

Thank you to all the community groups who generously contributed their 

time and effort to make our Seder Supper a meaningful and memorable 

experience. Your support and participation truly made a difference for 

everyone gathered. 

April Ministry Spotlight:  St. James Education Team 

Education Deacon:  William Ellington 

Sunday School Teachers:  William Ellington, Eric Robinson, Stacey 

Staake, Nic Schatte, McKenzie Brakenhoff, Suzie Robinson, Shala 

Carson 

Adult Bible Study Leaders:  Aaron Mueller, Tina Barnard 

Check out our Women's Bible Study <I Have Set My King on Zion=: 

• Saturdays, 9-10:30 AM, Fellowship Hall - 12 weeks long 

• If you plan to bring your kids, please contact William at 618-

407-4558 or williamellington@saintjamesglencarbon.org 
 

We are planning a VBS-style Summer Sunday School program centered 

on the Armor of God (Ephesians 6). 

• This program will last all of June and July (9 weeks).  We will 

have a launch party during Sunday School on June 2. We will 

have a closing party during Sunday School on July 28. 

• We are looking for adult volunteers for each week of the 

program. 

• If you would like to volunteer, please contact William at 618-

407-4558 or williamellington@saintjamesglencarbon.org 

We are always looking for new teachers and substitute teachers! Help 

us cultivate a knowledge of and love for God's word! If you would like to 

serve our church in this way, please contact William at 618-407-4558 

or williamellington@saintjamesglencarbon.org   

 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/sunday-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/online-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/discovering-christianity/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/mens-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/weekly-youth-group/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/education-ministry/
mailto:williamellington@saintjamesglencarbon.org


Spring Clean-up  

The Property Team will be hosting a group of MELHS students on Tuesday, 

April 23rd for a workday from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM.  They will be completing a 

variety of tasks on the grounds and in the facility to help maintain our 

property.  If you can join us it would be greatly appreciated.  No supplies or 

experience required!  If you have any questions please contact the Property 

Deacon, Tim Schnicker, tim@stjamesglencarbon.org or the church office. 

 

Youth Annual Yard Sale 

As you start your Spring Cleaning, please be looking for items that you 
would be willing to donate to the Youth Yard Sale. The Yard Sale will be on 
Saturday, June 15. Items can be dropped off at church the week before. 
Funds raised will help with expenses for the Mission Trip and the 2025 
Youth Gathering. 

 

MELHS "A Future and A Hope” 3-to-1 Matching Gift Campaign a Big 

Success! Metro-East Lutheran High School surpassed the $1 million dollar 

goal for its recent endowment fund campaign and raised a total of 

$1,063,443 dollars in partnership with the Lutheran Foundation of St. Louis. 

This establishes a new scholarship endowment fund to support families in 

need with tuition grants to attend MELHS. In total 120 gifts were received, 

including from 14 organizations and churches. Thank you to all the 

churches and individual donors who made this possible. To God be the 

glory. 

 

 

St. James Guiding Statement 

Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and 
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises. 

 
 

St. James Mission Pillars 

            Healing 

        Community 

        Restoration 
St. James Attendance 

St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 

P.O. Box 644 

Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 
Office: 618.288.6120 

Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 
www.stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

mailto:tim@stjamesglencarbon.org
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/?s=yard+sale
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-fifth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-tenth-sunday-after-pentecost/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/2023-seventh-sunday-after-pentecost-2/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEks--Gd968HEjbxZ3rNFjO4CP7CxlX7hfD443R6fYiLH9Nw/viewform
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

