
Christmas  
 

December 25, 2023 
 

 

Opening Hymn # 367  Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.; Tune: Henry 

T. Smart, 1813–79; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 
Invocation 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



Kyrie To the tune New Britain (<Amazing Grace=) 
 

 Look down in mercy on us, Lord. 

Receive our prayers and praise, 

Eternal Father, Spirit, Word, 

For your amazing grace. 
 

Text: Jaroslav Vajda, Music: Columbian Harmony, © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: One License, 

no. 728607-A. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession & Absolution 

P Let us confess our sin to God: 

O Lord, merciful Father, you keep covenant and steadfast love with 

those who love you and keep your commandments. 

C We confess that we have not listened to your servants the prophets. 

We have not heeded your law nor have we rejoiced in your gospel. We 

confess that things have fallen apart. 

But Lord, you keep covenant even when we do not. Your love is 

steadfast when ours is frail and fallible. You are faithful even when we 

are faithless. We want you to be our God and we want to be your 

covenant people. Grant us the gift of faith. 

By your Holy Spirit work in us steadfastness and singleness of heart, 

that we might manifest your love in the keeping of your 

commandments and the living of your gospel. 

P O Lord, merciful Father, hear our prayers in the name of your well-

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, the mediator of the new and eternal 

covenant, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

P Upon this your confession, I announce the grace of God to all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Savior Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

Reflection on God's Forgiveness Isaiah 44:21-23 

P Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my servant; 

C I formed you; you are my servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten 

by me. 

P I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like a 

mist; 

C Return to me, for I have redeemed you. 

P Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it; shout, O depths of the earth; 

C For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, and will be glorified in Israel.



Service of the Word 

 
Psalm Psalm 2 
 

P  Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 

C  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 

together, against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 

P  <Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.= 

C  He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 

P  Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

C  <As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.= 

P  I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, <You are my Son; today I have 

begotten you. 

C  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the 

earth your possession. 

P  You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a 

potter’s vessel.= 

C  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

P  Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 

C  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is 

quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Gloria  To the tune Mendelssohn (<Hark the Herald Angels Sing=) 
 

Angels, sing, and earth reply: "Glory be to God on high!" 

God who flung the stars in space, God who formed the human race, 

God the mind and God the cause, God the source of nature's laws, 

God of wisdom, pow'r, and love, God of gods, all gods above. 

Angels, sing, and earth reply: "Glory be to God on high!" 

 

Angels, sing, and earth reply: "Glory be to God on high!" 

God who saw your creatures fall, loved them still, and loved them all, 

Gave your only Son to prove what is mercy, what is love; 

And the Spirit, given free, recreates your family. 

Angels, sing, and earth reply: "Glory be to God on high!" 

Text: Jaroslav Vajda, Music: Felix Mendelssohn, © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: One License, 

no. 728607-A. 

 



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 
 

7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good 

news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who 

publishes salvation,  who says to Zion, <Your God reigns.= 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for 

joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 9Break forth 

together into singing,  you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has 

comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10The LORD has bared his 

holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall 

see  the salvation of our God. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Hebrews 1:1–12 
 

 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 

and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 

more excellent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, <You 
are my Son, today I have begotten you=? Or again, <I will be to him a father, 
and he shall be to me a son=? 6And  
again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, <Let all God’s 
angels worship him.= 7Of the angels he says, <He makes his angels winds, and 

his ministers a flame of fire.= 8But of the Son he says, <Your throne, O God, is 
forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your 

God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.= 
10And, <You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the 

heavens are the work of your hands; 11they will perish, but you remain; they 

will all wear out like a garment, 12like a robe you will roll them up, like a 

garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will 

have no end.=  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



 

Sermon Hymn # 376  Once in Royal David’s City 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt.; Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76; Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 

Holy Gospel John 1:1–14 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word  

was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through 

him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was 

life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it.  6There was a man sent from God, whose  

name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 

all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear  

witness about the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made 

through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his 

own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who 

were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but 

of God. 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Credo To the tune St Denio (<Immortal, Invisible=) 
 

Great God, our Creator, from whom all receive 

Their being and blessing, in you we believe. 

Almighty, all-knowing, all-gracious, all-true, 

Provider and Father, our trust is in you. 

 

And you, Jesus Christ, we affirm as our Lord, 

True son of the Father, by angels adored; 

Redeemer incarnate, you paid for our sins, 

And, joined in your rising, our new life begins. 

 

Free Spirit of wisdom and power and love, 

On us, as on Christ, you descend from above; 

You call us, you cleanse us, you open our eyes, 

You keep us in peace, you restore paradise. 
 

 Text: Jaroslav Vajda, Music: Welsh, © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: One License, no. 728607-

A. 

 

Sermon 

 



Offering 

Please take a moment to sign and pass the <Record of Friendship= booklet or 
use the QR code located on the inside cover of the booklet.  

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the  

 dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

 glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for you 

gave Jesus Christ your only Son to be born at this time for us; who, by 

the work of the Holy Spirit, was made true man of the substance of the 

virgin Mary his mother; and that without stain of sin, to make us clean 

from all sin.  Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious Name; evermore 

praising you, and singing... 

 

 

Sanctus To the tune Nicaea (<Holy, Holy, Holy=) 
 

"Holy, holy, holy!" all the saints in glory 

Fill your temple with their song around your golden throne; 

"Holy, holy, holy!" with them we adore Thee; 

God in three persons, all in Christ as one. 
 

Text: Jaroslav Vajda, Music: John B. Dykes, © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: One License, no. 

728607-A. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

  

The Words of Our Lord 

Agnus Dei  To the tune Olivet (<My Faith Looks Up to Thee=) 

 Meek, slaughtered lamb of God, Bearing the sinners' load To buy our 
peace: Now risen and enthroned, With life and glory crowned, To all the 
lost and found Please grant your peace. 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda; Text: © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

 



Distribution Hymn # 393  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885–1933, alt.; text and tune: Polish; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn # 370  What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98; Tune: English, 16th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Distribution Hymn # 374  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933; Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald; Text and tune: Public 

domain 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Closing Hymn # 388  Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–3): John W. Work II, 1873–1925, alt.; Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual; Text and tune: Public 

domain 

 



Benediction 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

St. James Guiding Statement 

Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and 
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises. 

 

St. James Mission Pillars 

Healing 

Community 

Restoration 

 

 
 

 

 

St. James Attendance 

 

 

St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 

P.O. Box 644 

Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 

Office: 618.288.6120 

Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 

www.stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEks--Gd968HEjbxZ3rNFjO4CP7CxlX7hfD443R6fYiLH9Nw/viewform
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

