
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 3, 2023 

 

Hymn of Invocation  10,000 Reasons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Matt Redman; Jonas Myrin; Text and tune: © Shout! Publishing; © sixsteps Music; © Said & Done; © 2011 

Thankyou Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734 



Confession and Absolution 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie To the tune New Britain (<Amazing Grace=) 
 

 Look down in mercy on us, Lord. 

Receive our prayers and praise, 

Eternal Father, Spirit, Word, 

For your amazing grace. 
 

Text: Jaroslav Vajda, Music: Columbian Harmony, © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: One 

License, no. 728607-A. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P Let us confess our sin to God our Father: 

O Lord of hosts!  Look on the affliction of your servants and remember 

us. 

C We pour out our souls to you because by our own efforts we have 

failed. 

Nothing we have tried has worked.  We have tried again and again and 

still we have failed. 

P O Lord of hosts!  Look on the affliction of your servants and remember 

us. 

C Save us from the embarrassment of our failure.  Save us from envying 

those who have apparently succeeded. 

Grant us some signs of success, that we not always be ashamed. 

P O Lord of hosts!  Look on the affliction of your servants and remember 

us. 

C You know our need.  You know our struggles, our brokenness, our sins. 

You know that without your mercy we can do nothing. 

Grant us mercy, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

P Because of Jesus, God has forgiven all our sin.  Hear the gospel of Christ 

from John 3: 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the 

Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might 

be saved through him." 

C Amen. 

 



 

Reflection on God's Forgiveness Zephaniah 3:14-17 

P Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with 

all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

C The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared 

away your enemies.  The King of Israel, the LORD is in your midst; you 

shall never again fear evil. 

P On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  "Fear not, O Zion; let not your 

hands grow weak. 

C The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will 

rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will 

exult over you with loud singing." 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Psalm Psalm 37:1–15, 21–22, 27–29, 34 

P 1Fret not yourself because of evildoers; 

 be not envious of wrongdoers! 

C 2For they will soon fade like the grass 

 and wither like the green herb. 

P 3Trust in the LORD, and do good; 

 dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. 

C 4Delight yourself in the LORD, 

 and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

P 5Commit your way to the LORD; 

 trust in him, and he will act. 

C 6He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 

 and your justice as the noonday. 

P 7Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 

 fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, 

 over the man who carries out evil devices! 

C 8Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath! 
  Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil. 

P 9For the evildoers shall be cut off, 

 but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land. 

C 10In just a little while, the wicked will be no more; 

 though you look carefully at his place, he will not be there. 

P 11But the meek shall inherit the land 

 and delight themselves in abundant peace. 

C 12The wicked plots against the righteous 

 and gnashes his teeth at him, 

P 13but the Lord laughs at the wicked, 

 for he sees that his day is coming. 



C 14The wicked draw the sword and bend their bows 

 to bring down the poor and needy, 

 to slay those whose way is upright; 

P 15their sword shall enter their own heart, 

 and their bows shall be broken. 

C 21The wicked borrows but does not pay back, 

 but the righteous is generous and gives; 

P 22for those blessed by the LORD shall inherit the land, 

 but those cursed by him shall be cut off. 

C 27Turn away from evil and do good; 

 so shall you dwell forever. 

P 28For the LORD loves justice; 

 he will not forsake his saints. 

They are preserved forever,  

 but the children of the wicked shall be cut off. 

C 29The righteous shall inherit the land 

 and dwell upon it forever. 

P 34Wait for the LORD and keep his way, 

 and he will exalt you to inherit the land; 

 you will look on when the wicked are cut off. 

C     Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 

Gloria  To the tune Mendelssohn (<Hark the Herald Angels Sing=) 
 

Angels, sing, and earth reply: "Glory be to God on high!" 

God who flung the stars in space, God who formed the human race, 

God the mind and God the cause, God the source of nature's laws, 

God of wisdom, pow'r, and love, God of gods, all gods above. 

Angels, sing, and earth reply: "Glory be to God on high!" 
 

Angels, sing, and earth reply: "Glory be to God on high!" 

God who saw your creatures fall, loved them still, and loved them all, 

Gave your only Son to prove what is mercy, what is love; 

And the Spirit, given free, recreates your family. 

Angels, sing, and earth reply: "Glory be to God on high!" 

Text: Jaroslav Vajda, Music: Felix Mendelssohn, © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: One License, 

no. 728607-A. 

 



Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1–7; 13:14–17 

 1Now the LORD said to Abram, <Go from your country and your kindred and 

your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will 

be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I 

will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.= 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram 

was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took 

Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they 
had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set 

out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 
6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of 

Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD 

appeared to Abram and said, <To your offspring I will give this land.= So he 
built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 

 14The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, <Lift up your 
eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and 

eastward and westward, 15for all the land that you see I will give to you and 

to your offspring forever. 16I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, 

so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be 

counted. 17Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I 

will give it to you.=  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Epistle Romans 4:1–13 

 1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according 

to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 

boast about, but not before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? 

<Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.= 4Now 

to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 
5And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, 

his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the 

blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 

7<Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

 and whose sins are covered; 
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.= 

 9Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the 

uncircumcised? We say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. 
10How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been 

circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. 11He received 

the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith 

while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of 

all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be 

counted to them as well, 12and to make him the father of the circumcised 

who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the 

faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 

 13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of 

the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of 

faith. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



 

Sermon Hymn # 343  Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. Text: © 1978 

Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001220; Tune: Public domain 

 



Holy Gospel Matthew 5:1–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. 

 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 3<Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4<Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
 5<Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

 6<Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 
be satisfied. 

 7<Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
 8<Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

 9<Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

 10<Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11<Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you. 

 13<You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown 

out and trampled under people’s feet. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it 
gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Credo To the tune St Denio (<Immortal, Invisible=) 
 

Great God, our Creator, from whom all receive 

Their being and blessing, in you we believe. 

Almighty, all-knowing, all-gracious, all-true, 

Provider and Father, our trust is in you. 
 

And you, Jesus Christ, we affirm as our Lord, 

True son of the Father, by angels adored; 

Redeemer incarnate, you paid for our sins, 

And, joined in your rising, our new life begins. 
 

Free Spirit of wisdom and power and love, 

On us, as on Christ, you descend from above; 

You call us, you cleanse us, you open our eyes, 

You keep us in peace, you restore paradise. 
 

Text: Jaroslav Vajda, Music: Welsh, © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: One License, no. 728607-

A. 



Sermon 

 

Offering 

Please take a moment to sign and pass the <Record of Friendship= booklet or 

use the QR code located on the inside cover of the booklet.  

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; 

for You have mightily governed and protected Your holy Church, in 

which the blessed apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your divine and 

saving Gospel. Therefore with patriarchs and prophets, apostles and 

evangelists, with Your servant John, and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

singing... 
 

Sanctus To the tune Nicaea (<Holy, Holy, Holy=) 
 

"Holy, holy, holy!" all the saints in glory 

Fill your temple with their song around your golden throne; 

"Holy, holy, holy!" with them we adore Thee; 

God in three persons, all in Christ as one. 
 

Text: Jaroslav Vajda, Music: John B. Dykes, © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: One License, no. 

728607-A. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
  

The Words of Our Lord 

Agnus Dei  To the tune Olivet (<My Faith Looks Up to Thee=) 
 

 Meek, slaughtered lamb of God, 

Bearing the sinners' load 

To buy our peace: 

Now risen and enthroned, 

With life and glory crowned, 

To all the lost and found 

Please grant your peace. 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda; Text: © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734 



 

Distribution 

 

Distribution Hymn # 550  Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Twila Paris, 1958; Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110001220 

 

 



Distribution Hymn # 411  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934; Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110001220 

 



Distribution Hymn  Come Ye Souls by Sin Afflicted 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Kevin Twit; Tune: © 2013 Kevin Twit Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

 

The Dismissal 

 



Closing Hymn # 918  Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 

 Sts 1 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932; Text and tune: 

Public domain 

 

Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



This Week at-a-Glance 

Today 

• Worship Service – 9:00 AM 

• Sunday School, 10:45, Downstairs 

• Adult Bible Study, 10:45 AM, Downstairs 

• Youth Confirmation 11:45 AM, Downstairs 

Wednesday 

• Mens Bible Study 6:30 – 7:30 AM 

• Youth Group 6:30 - 8:00 PM 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
St. James provides tuition financial assistance to members who have children 

enrolled in area LCMS Lutheran elementary schools. To request financial 

assistance, please complete a form which is available on the church office 

bulletin board or online at the above link. 

 

Building Community 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments immediately following the 

service in Fellowship Hall.   

 

Community Groups 

There is a community group ready to welcome you!  If you are interested in 

joining a group, please contact Shanna at 

Shannacovarrubias@saintjamesglencarbon.org for locations and times 

available, or call the church office. 

 

Volunteers are needed at Glen-Ed Pantry. Consider using your time and talents 

to support Pantry families for a special project or on a regular basis. 

Visit glenedpantry.org to see what volunteer opportunities are available.  For 

more information, please call Tina Barnard 618-406-1932. 

 

Together we have found healing and hope in Jesus Christ and 
welcome others to experience these same Gospel promises. 

 

 

 

                            St. James Attendance 
 

 

 

 

 

St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 

P.O. Box 644 

Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 

Office: 618.288.6120 

Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 

www.stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/tuesday-morning-mens-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/weekly-youth-group/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sLfT538i1U77GWr6bxv0eNIBR7vi104q/view
mailto:Shannacovarrubias@saintjamesglencarbon.org
http://glenedpantry.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEks--Gd968HEjbxZ3rNFjO4CP7CxlX7hfD443R6fYiLH9Nw/viewform
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

