
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 7, 2023 

 

Hymn of Invocation # 656  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Composite; Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Confession and Absolution 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Kyrie 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Confession and Absolution 

P Let us confess our sin to God: 

O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, be the God of your people 

today! 

C We confess that we have worshiped too many other gods. 

We have devoted ourselves to all too many different values. 

Turn our hearts to you again! 

P O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, be the God of your people 

today! 

C We confess that we have visited all too many sanctuaries. 

We have tried to find the sources of life in all too many other places. 

Turn our hearts to you again! 

P O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, be the God of your people 

today! 

C We turn to you, and to you alone, to be our God, our only God. 

Forgive our sins.  Give us spiritual integrity.  Give us wholeness and 

holiness. 

Answer us in the name of Christ, for he has promised to intercede for 

us. 

It is in him that we pray in the fellowship of his body. 

Amen. 

P Because of Jesus, God has forgiven all our sin.  Hear the gospel of Christ 

from Psalm 103: 

"Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits - who forgives 

all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life 

from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who 

satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagles." 

 



Reflection on God's Forgiveness Isaiah 44:21-23 

P Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are my servant; 

C I formed you; you are my servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten 

by me. 

P I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like a 

mist; 

C Return to me, for I have redeemed you. 

P Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it; shout, O depths of the earth; 

C For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, and will be glorified in Israel. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Psalm Psalm 146 

P Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!  

C  I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God 

while I have my being. 

P  Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no 

salvation. 

 C  When his breath departs he returns to the earth; on that very day his 

plans perish. 

P  Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD 

his God,  

C  who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who 

keeps faith forever;  

P  who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

C  the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are 

bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 

P  The LORD watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the 

fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

C  The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise 

the LORD! 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 



 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Acts Reading Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 

 1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a 

complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows 

were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned 

the full number of the disciples and said, <It is not right that we should give 
up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out 

from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, 

whom we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer 

and to the ministry of the word.= 5And what they said pleased the whole 

gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, 

and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and 

Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and 

they prayed and laid their hands on them. 

 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the 

disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests 

became obedient to the faith. 

 8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs 

among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of 

the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the 



Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with 

Stephen. . . . 

 2And Stephen said: 

 <Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . . 
 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always 

resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets 

did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced 

beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed 

and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not 

keep it.= 

 54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground 

their teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, 

<Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right 

hand of God.= 57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears 

and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 

him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man 

named Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, <Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.= 60And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, 

<Lord, do not hold this sin against them.= And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 2:2–10 

 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may 

grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 

chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: 

<Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,  a cornerstone chosen and precious,  

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.= 7So the honor is 

for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, <The stone that 
the builders rejected  has become the cornerstone,= 8and <A stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offense.= 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 

his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 

called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a 

people, but now you are God9s people; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Holy Gospel John 14:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  

 1[Jesus said:] <Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also 
in me. 2In my Father9s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place 

for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you 

may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am going.= 5Thomas said to 

him, <Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?= 6Jesus said to him, <I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would 

have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 

him.= 

 8Philip said to him, <Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.= 
9Jesus said to him, <Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know 
me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 

8Show us the Father9? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own 

authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that 

I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the 

works themselves. 

 12<Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works 

that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the 

Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.= 

 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  the 

only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all   worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 

made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 

and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 

life T of the world to come. Amen. 



 

Sermon Hymn My Savior's Love 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Tune: Keith Getty; Matt Boswell; Matt Papa; Tune: © 2019 Getty Music. Used by permission: One License no. A-728607 

 

 

Sermon 

Offering 

Prayer of the Church 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. 

And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the 

glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, 

who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He 

has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us 

everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 

with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



Distribution 

Distribution Hymn # 570  Just as I Am, without One Plea 

 

 

 
 

5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev9ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871; Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68; Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Distribution Hymn # 621  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt.; Tune: French, 17th cent.; Text and tune: Public 

domain 

 

 

  



Distribution Hymn # 643  Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt.; Tune: Welsh; Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110001220; Tune: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal 

 



Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction  

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 C Amen 

 



This Week at-a-Glance  

Today 

• Worship Service – 9:00 AM 

• Adult Bible Study and Sunday School - 10:30 AM, Downstairs 

• Youth Confirmation 11:45 AM, Downstairs 

• New Member Class – 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM 

Tuesday 

• Youth Group – 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM 

Wednesday 

• Men9s Bible Study 6:30 – 7:30 AM  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Youth Annual Yard Sale 

Please mark your calendars.  The Yard Sale will be on Saturday, June 17. 

Items can be dropped off at church the week before. Funds raised will 

help with expenses for the Mission Trip and the 2025 Youth Gathering. 

 

Community Groups 

There is a community group ready to welcome you!  If you are 

interested in joining a group, please contact Shanna at 

Shannacovarrubias@saintjamesglencarbon.org for locations and times 

available, or call the church office. 

 

In your personal Bible study, do you 

struggle to understand the meaning of 

the text? Have you started to read your 

Bible only to become frustrated and 

give up? On our most recent edition of 

Craving Answers Craving God we offer 

a <how to= approach to Bible Study. 

Aaron offers suggestions on ways to 

make Bible reading more meaningful. 

Look for Episode 64. 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/online-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/new-members-class/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/weekly-youth-group/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/tuesday-morning-mens-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/yard-sale/
mailto:Shannacovarrubias@saintjamesglencarbon.org
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/cacg-ep64/


 

Ministry Opportunities – Get Involved! 

 

How are you serving? 

 

Summer Sunday School  

We are very blessed with wonderful Sunday School teachers that share 

Jesus every week with our children.  With summer approaching, and a 

new summer Sunday school program beginning in June, it9s a perfect 

time to give them a break!  To that end, we are seeking aides to assist 

with the Sunday morning program.  There is No preparation or 

experience necessary.  The program and curriculum is set, but adults are 

needed to help assist the leader on Sunday mornings.  If you feel called 

to serve in this way, please contact Cheryl in the church office or email 

at cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

Audio and Video Help Needed 

No experience required. The media ministry and technology team is in 

need of individuals that can assist with audio or video and cameras 

during worship and other events at St James. 

All tasks are easy to learn regardless of your age! Whether you have 

never done any of them or are an experienced audio engineer or video 

producer, your help would be greatly appreciated and welcomed. If you 

are interested or have questions regarding this opportunity, please 

email Larry O9Leary larry@stjamesglencarbon.org or contact the church 

office. 

 

Altar Guild  

This could be a great individual or family service opportunity.  If you9re 
available to assist one Sunday per month or more, contact 

judyreese@saintjamesglencarbon.org or call the church office for more 

information! 

                            St. James Attendance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 

P.O. Box 644 

Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 

Office: 618.288.6120 

Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 

www.stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/heres-the-scoop-mark-your-calendar-for-june-4th/
mailto:cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org
mailto:judyreese@saintjamesglencarbon.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEks--Gd968HEjbxZ3rNFjO4CP7CxlX7hfD443R6fYiLH9Nw/viewform
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

