
Midweek Lent Service 
 

March 22, 2023 
 

Invocation 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Evening Prayer 
 

P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

C the light no darkness can overcome. 

P Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

C and the day is almost over. 

P Let Your light scatter the darkness 

C and illumine Your Church. 

 

Phos Hilaron (O Joyful Light) 
 

P Joyous light of glory: 

C of the immortal Father; 

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 

We have come to the setting of the sun, 

and we look to the evening light. 

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 

You are worthy of being praised 

with pure voices forever. 

O Son of God, O Giver of life: 

the universe proclaims Your glory. 

 

Thanksgiving for Light 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your 

people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a 

lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are merciful, and You 

love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



Psalm Psalm 142 

P  With my voice I cry out to the LORD; with my voice I plead for mercy to 

the LORD. 

C   I pour out my complaint before him; I tell my trouble before him.  

P  When my spirit faints within me, you know my way! In the path where I 

walk they have hidden a trap for me.  

C  Look to the right and see: there is none who takes notice of me; no 

refuge remains to me; no one cares for my soul.  

P  I cry to you, O LORD; I say, <You are my refuge, my portion in the land of 
the living.=  

C  Attend to my cry, for I am brought very low! Deliver me from my 

persecutors, for they are too strong for me!  

P  Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks to your name! The 

righteous will surround me, for you will deal bountifully with me. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn # 744  Amazing Grace 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond; Tune: Columbian 

Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Gospel Reading John 9 

 1As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples 

asked him, <Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?= 3Jesus answered, <It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but 
that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4We must work the works 



of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 
5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.= 6Having said these 

things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he 

anointed the man9s eyes with the mud 7and said to him, <Go, wash in the 
pool of Siloam= (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back 
seeing. 

 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were 

saying, <Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?= 9Some said, <It is he.= 
Others said, <No, but he is like him.= He kept saying, <I am the man.= 10So 

they said to him, <Then how were your eyes opened?= 11He answered, <The 
man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, 8Go to 
Siloam and wash.9 So I went and washed and received my sight.= 12They said 

to him, <Where is he?= He said, <I do not know.= 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 
14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 
15So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he 

said to them, <He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.= 16Some of 

the Pharisees said, <This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 
Sabbath.= But others said, <How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?= 
And there was a division among them. 17So they said again to the blind man, 

<What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?= He said, <He is 
a prophet.= 

 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 

sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 
19and asked them, <Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then 

does he now see?= 20His parents answered, <We know that this is our son 
and that he was born blind. 21But how he now sees we do not know, nor do 

we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 

himself.= 22(His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for 

the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, 

he was to be put out of the synagogue.) 23Therefore his parents said, <He is 
of age; ask him.= 

 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said 

to him, <Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.= 25He 

answered, <Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.= 26They said to him, <What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?= 27He answered them, <I have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 

want to become his disciples?= 28And they reviled him, saying, <You are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to 

Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.= 30The 

man answered, <Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen 

to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens 

to him. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened 

the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do 



nothing.= 34They answered him, <You were born in utter sin, and would you 
teach us?= And they cast him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, 

<Do you believe in the Son of Man?= 36He answered, <And who is he, sir, that 
I may believe in him?= 37Jesus said to him, <You have seen him, and it is he 
who is speaking to you.= 38He said, <Lord, I believe,= and he worshiped him. 
39Jesus said, <For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see 
may see, and those who see may become blind.= 40Some of the Pharisees 

near him heard these things, and said to him, <Are we also blind?= 41Jesus 

said to them, <If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you 
say, 8We see,9 your guilt remains.= 
 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Sermon 

 

Offering 
 

Please take a moment to sign and pass the <Record of Friendship= booklet or 

use the QR code located on the inside cover of the booklet.  
 



Magnificat 
 

 

 

 
 

P  For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden. 

For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessèd. 

For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name; 

and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation. 
 

C Refrain 
 

P  He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the 

lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent 

empty away. 

He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He 

spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

C Refrain 



 

Litany 
 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Matt Harrison and Timothy Scharr, for all pastors in Christ, for all 

servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For President Biden, Governor Pritzker, Mayor Marcus, for all public 

servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may 

be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this 

and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here 

present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and 

for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give 

thanks to the Lord: 

C Thanks be to God. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
 

P Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, 

one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 



 

 
Collect for Peace 
 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 

that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that 

we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 

quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 



 

Hymn # 849  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955; Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia; Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001220 Tune: Public domain 



 

 

Please mark your calendars to join us for Midweek Lent Worship 

Services as follows: 

Wednesday, March 29 @ 7:00 PM 

Holy Thursday, April 6 @ 7:00 PM 

Good Friday, April 7 @ 7:00 PM 

Easter Sunday, April 9 @ 9:00 AM 
           St. James Attendance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 

P.O. Box 644 
Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 

Office: 618.288.6120 
Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 

www.stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEks--Gd968HEjbxZ3rNFjO4CP7CxlX7hfD443R6fYiLH9Nw/viewform
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

