
The Second Sunday after Christmas 
 

January 8, 2023 
 

Hymn of Invocation #644  The Church’s One Foundation 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt.; Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76; Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 



 

Confession 

P Let us confess our sin to God our Father: 

O Lord of hosts!  Look on the affliction of your servants and remember 

us. 

C We pour out our souls to you because by our own efforts we have 

failed. 

Nothing we have tried has worked.  We have tried again and again and 

still we have failed. 

P O Lord of hosts!  Look on the affliction of your servants and remember 

us. 

C Save us from the embarrassment of our failure.  Save us from envying 

those who have apparently succeeded. 

Grant us some signs of success, that we not always be ashamed. 

P O Lord of hosts!  Look on the affliction of your servants and remember 

us. 

C You know our need.  You know our struggles, our brokenness, our sins. 

You know that without your mercy we can do nothing. 

Grant us mercy, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Absolution 

P Because of Jesus, God has forgiven all our sin.  Hear the gospel of Christ 

from Romans 5: 

"Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

C Amen. 

 

Reflection on God's Forgiveness 

P God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us. 

C Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more 

shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 

P For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 

his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by 

his life. 

C More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 



 
Service of the Word 

 

Psalm Psalm 2 

 

P  Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?  

C The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 

together, against the LORD and against his anointed, saying,  

P  <Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.= 

C He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision.  

P  Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, 

saying, 

C <As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.= 

P  I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, <You are my Son; today I 

have begotten you.  

C Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of 

the earth your possession.  

P  You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a 

potter9s vessel.= 

C Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.  

P  Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.  

C Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath 

is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 



 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 42:1–9 

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He 

will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised 

reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will 

faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he 

has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. 5Thus 

says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who 

spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people 

on it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6<I am the LORD; I have called you in 

righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a 

covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 7to open the eyes that are 

blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those 

who sit in darkness. 8I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no 

other, nor my praise to carved idols. 9Behold, the former things have come to 

pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of 

them.= 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 



 

Epistle Revelation 2 

 1<To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 8The words of him who holds 
the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden 

lampstands. 

 2<8I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you 
cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call 

themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3I know you are 

enduring patiently and bearing up for my name9s sake, and you have not 
grown weary. 4But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love 

you had at first. 5Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, 

and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your 

lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6Yet this you have: you hate the 

works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7He who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to 

eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.9 
 8<And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 8The words of the first 
and the last, who died and came to life. 

 9<8I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the 

slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue 

of Satan. 10Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is 

about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten 

days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the 

crown of life. 11He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.9 
 12<And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 8The words of him 
who has the sharp two-edged sword. 

 13<8I know where you dwell, where Satan9s throne is. Yet you hold fast my 
name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful 

witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 14But I have a few 

things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, 

who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that 

they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. 15So 

also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16Therefore 

repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword 

of my mouth. 17He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. To the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, 

and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that 

no one knows except the one who receives it.9 
 18<And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 8The words of the Son 

of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished 

bronze. 



 

 19<8I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient 
endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first. 20But I have this 

against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 

prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual 

immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 21I gave her time to repent, but 

she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. 22Behold, I will throw her 

onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into 

great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, 23and I will strike her 

children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who searches 

mind and heart, and I will give to each of you as your works deserve. 24But to 

the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not 

learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on 

you any other burden. 25Only hold fast what you have until I come. 26The one 

who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give 

authority over the nations, 27and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as 

when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received 

authority from my Father. 28And I will give him the morning star. 29He who 

has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.9= 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by 

him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, <I need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?= 15But Jesus answered him, <Let it be so now, for 

thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.= Then he consented. 16And 

when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and 

behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from 

heaven said, <This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.= 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And 

in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day 

He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn By Grace Alone 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Martin Luther; Tune: David Ward; Text and tune: © 2002 ThousandTongues.org. Used by permission: CCLI no. 

11373734 

Sermon 
 

Offering  

 

Prayer Response 

P  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 



 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from 

heaven revealed Him as Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descended 

on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



Lord's Prayer 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Words of Our Lord  

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



 

Distribution Hymn # 411  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934; Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110001220 



Distribution Hymn Blessed Assurance 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Phoebe P. Knapp; Tune: Public domain 

 



Distribution Hymn #594  God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957; Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt.; Text: 

© 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001220; Tune: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal



 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction  
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

C  Amen. 



 

Announcements 
 

Sundays 

• Worship Service – 9:00 AM 

• Adult Bible Study and Sunday School - 10:30 AM Downstairs 

Tuesdays 

• Youth Group 6:30 - 8:00 PM 

Wednesdays 

• Men9s Bible Study 6:30 – 7:30 AM 

 
New Year – New Opportunities:  We still have a great need for adult 

volunteers to help with Youth Group.  Please contact Stacey Staake or Cheryl in 

the church office for more information. 

 

2023 Member Giving Envelopes are available on the credenza in the narthex. If 

you have any questions, please contact Cheryl in the church office 618-288-

6120 or cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

If you are interested in learning more about Christianity or are interested in 

joining St. James Lutheran Church, or maybe you just want to hang out and talk 

about the Story of the Bible, please see Pastor Aaron or contact the church 

office about joining the new member class beginning January 15th.   Babysitting 

is available upon request. 

 

Youth Confirmation - Youth confirmation classes begin January 15th.  They will 

be held on Sundays following Sunday school/Bible study.  Please contact Pastor 

Mueller if your child will be attending. 

 

Registration is open for the St. James <Art of Marriage= retreat March 10-11 to 

be held at the Four Points by Sheridan in Fairview Heights. Register online or 

with a form available on the church bulletin board.  Registration is limited.  

Please register ASAP. 

 

Save the Date – Sunday, February 19th @ 5:00 PM 

Chili Cook-off and Family Game Night 

Bring the family, your favorite pot of chili and game for a night of fun and 

fellowship!  If chili isn9t your forte, bring a dessert to share!  Drinks and sides 
will be provided.  Prizes will be awarded!! For more information or questions 

call Tina Enke 618-795-0102, Jen Weber 618-407-5322, or the church office. 

 

2022 Member Giving Statements will be distributed via email by January 15th.  

If you do not receive your statement, or if you have questions/concerns, please 

contact Cheryl in the church office. 

 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/online-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/weekly-youth-group/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/tuesday-morning-mens-bible-study/
mailto:cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/new-members-class/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/marriage-retreat/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/family-game-night/


 

OUR CHOSEN TO SHINE (501c3) HONDURAS MISSION... is set for 2023! Dates 

are: May 27 – June 3rd.  Missions are a life changing opportunity for those we 

serve and our team. We are a medical mission serving in the areas of dental, 

optical, medical, children and evangelism! (You do not need to have a medical 

background to join us.) In January of 2020, our Chosen to Shine team of 10 

adults and 12 college students served 211 people in dental care, 969 in 

medical, 345 received new and sometimes their first pair of glasses! In 

Evangelism we shared the gospel with 753 people in a week9s time! We placed 

water filters in the homes of two families, offering them water for 10 years and 

the ability to sell clean water for income. We offer partial scholarships to 

students in high school or college. Students 16-17 must be accompanied by a 

parent. Our team will be set by January 15, 2023. If you would like more 

information or to donate, please contact Lauri Cunningham (Trinity 

Edwardsville)  618-978-9700. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. James Attendance 

St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 

P.O. Box 644 

Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 

Office: 618.288.6120 

Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 

www.stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEks--Gd968HEjbxZ3rNFjO4CP7CxlX7hfD443R6fYiLH9Nw/viewform
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

