
CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

December 25, 2022 
 

Opening Hymn #367  Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1,ref, 2-4): James Montgomery; (st 5): Salisbury Hymn Book; tune: Henry T. Smart; Text and tune: Public 

domain 



 

Confession and Absolution 
 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Confession & Absolution 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Upon this your confession, I announce the grace of God to all of you, and 

in the stead and by the command of my Savior Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

Reflection on God's Forgiveness Psalm 86:3-5 

P Be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you I cry all the day. 

C Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my 

soul. 

P For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 

C Abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you. 



Service of the Word 

Psalm Psalm 2 

P  Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 

C  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 

together, against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 

P  <Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.= 

C  He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 

P  Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

C  <As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.= 

P  I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, <You are my Son; today I have 

begotten you. 

C  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the 

earth your possession. 

P  You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a 

potter9s vessel.= 

C  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

P  Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 

C  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is 

quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7–10 

7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good 

news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who 

publishes salvation,  who says to Zion, <Your God reigns.= 8The voice of your 

watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye 

they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 9Break forth together into singing, 

you waste places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has 

redeemed Jerusalem. 10The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all 

the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Hebrews 1:1–12 

 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the  

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 

and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 

more excellent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, <You 
are my Son,  today I have begotten you=? Or again, <I will be to him a father, 
and he shall be to me a son=? 6And again, when he brings the firstborn into 

the world, he says, <Let all God9s angels worship him.= 7Of the angels he says, 

<He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.= 8But of the Son 

he says, <Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness 

is the scepter of your kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated 

wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 

gladness beyond your companions.= 10And, <You, Lord, laid the foundation of 
the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
11they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, 12like 

a robe you will roll them up,  like a garment they will be changed. But you are  

the same, and your years will have no end.=  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word  

was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through 

him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was 

life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose  

name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 

all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear 

witness about the light.  9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was  

coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made 

through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his 

own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who 

were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but 

of God.  14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

 his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, <This was he of whom I said, 
8He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.9=) 
16And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law 

was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No 

one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father9s side, he has 
made him known.  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 

all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 

Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with 

the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according 

to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 

the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 



Sermon Hymn #376  Once in Royal David’s City 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Cecil F. Alexander; Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Offering  

Prayer 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for you 

gave Jesus Christ your only Son to be born at this time for us; who, by 

the work of the Holy Spirit, was made true man of the substance of the 

virgin Mary his mother; and that without stain of sin, to make us clean 

from all sin.  Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious Name; evermore 

praising you, and singing... 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
 



 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Distribution Hymn #393  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885–1933, alt.; ;ext and tune: Polish; Text and tune: Public domain



 

Distribution Hymn #370  What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98; Tune: English, 16th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 

Distribution Hymn #374  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933; Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald; Text and tune: Public 

domain 

 

The Dismissal 
 



Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen.



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Today 

• Adult Bible Study and Sunday School - 10:30 AM Downstairs 

Tuesday 

• Youth Group 6:30 - 8:00 PM 

Wednesday 

• Men9s Bible Study 6:30 – 7:30 AM 

Saturday 

• Women9s Bible Study – 9:00 AM 

 
If you are interested in learning more about Christianity or are interested in 

joining St. James Lutheran Church, or maybe you just want to hang out and talk 

about the Story of the Bible, please see Pastor Aaron or contact the church 

office about joining the new member class beginning January 15th.   Babysitting 

is available upon request. 

 

Youth Confirmation - Youth confirmation classes begin January 15th.  They will 

be held on Sundays following Sunday school/Bible study.  Please contact Pastor 

Mueller if your child will be attending. 

 

We have volunteer opportunities on the Youth and Education Teams.  Please 

contact Stacey Staake for Youth and Cheryl Schnicker for Education if you are 

able to serve. 

 

Save the date for the <Art of Marriage= retreat March 10-11 to be held at the 

Four Points by Sheridan in Fairview Heights.  Registration will open January 1st.  

Whether you9ve been married 3 weeks or 30 years, this is a great opportunity 

to relax, reconnect and discover or rediscover God9s plan for your marriage.  If 

you9d like to be a part of the planning team for this exciting ministry, please 

contact Cheryl in the church office. 

 

Save the Date – Sunday, February 19th @ 5:00 PM 

Chili Cook-off and Family Game Night 

Bring the family, your favorite pot of chili and game for a night of fun and 

fellowship!  If chili isn9t your forte, bring a dessert to share!  Drinks and sides 

will be provided.  Prizes will be awarded!! For more information or questions 

call Tina Enke 618-795-0102, Jen Weber 618-407-5322, or the church office. 

 

The January 2023 Newsletter will be distributed via email the first week in 

January.  Please contact Cheryl in the church office if you would like to be 

added to the digital news group to receive the newsletters and bulletins. 

 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/online-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/weekly-youth-group/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/tuesday-morning-mens-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/new-womens-bible-study-starting-february-6th/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/new-members-class/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/marriage-retreat/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/family-game-night/


2023 Member Giving Envelopes are available on the credenza in the narthex. If 

you have any questions, please contact Cheryl in the church office 618-288-

6120 or cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

 

2022 Member Giving Statements will be distributed via email by January 15th.  

If you do not receive your statement, or if you have questions/concerns, please 

contact Cheryl in the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St. James Attendance 

St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 
P.O. Box 644 

Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 
Office: 618.288.6120 

Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 

www.stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

mailto:cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEks--Gd968HEjbxZ3rNFjO4CP7CxlX7hfD443R6fYiLH9Nw/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

