
Christmas Eve Service 
 

December 24, 2022 
 

Hymn #379 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: John F. Wade; text & tune: public domain 

 

  



Invocation & Verses John 1:1–14 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 

C  He was in the beginning with God. 

P  All things were made through him, and without him was not any 

thing made that was made. 

C  In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

P  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 

C  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

P  And we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P  O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

P  Hear the gospel of Christ from Matthew 1: <You shall call his name 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.= 

C  Amen. 

  



Hymn #380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, tune: Felix Mendelssohn, text & tune: public domain 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11<Ask a sign of the LORD your God; 

let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.= 12But Ahaz said, <I will not 
ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.= 13And he said, <Hear then, 
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary 

my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, 

the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 

Immanuel.= 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  



 

 
Hymn #364 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Epistle Reading 1 John 4:7–16 

 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever 

loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not 

love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God 

was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 

world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we 

have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 

love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, 

God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 

given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father 

has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses 

that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we 

have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is 

love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

Text: Little Children’s Book, 1885; Vineyard Songs, 1892; tune: James R. Murray, text & tune: public domain 

 



Hymn #368 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: The Crown of Jesus, 1862; tune: French; text & tune: public domain 

  



Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–14 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2This was the first registration when 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to 

his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered 

with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were 

there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, <Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the 

people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 

baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.= 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, 
14<Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!= 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



Apostles’ Creed 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn #366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear (sts. 1, 4) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Edmund H. Sears; tune: Richard S. Willis; text & tune: public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

 

  



Christmas Prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Hymn #387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Isaac Watts; tune: George Frideric Handel; text and tune: public domain 

 
Benediction 
 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

  



Hymn #363 Silent Night, Holy Night 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Franz Gruber; tune: Franz Joseph Mohr; text & tune: public domain 
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