
The Third Sunday in Advent 
 

December 11, 2022 
 

Hymn of Invocation #379  O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt.; Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786; Text and tune: Public domain 



 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Confession & Absolution 

P Let us confess our sin to God: 

O Lord, merciful Father, you keep covenant and steadfast love with 

those who love you and keep your commandments. 

C We confess that we have not listened to your servants the prophets. 

We have not heeded your law nor have we rejoiced in your gospel. We 

confess that things have fallen apart. 

But Lord, you keep covenant even when we do not. Your love is 

steadfast when ours is frail and fallible. You are faithful even when we 

are faithless. We want you to be our God and we want to be your 

covenant people. Grant us the gift of faith.  By your Holy Spirit work in 

us steadfastness and singleness of heart, that we might manifest your 

love in the keeping of your commandments and the living of your 

gospel. 

P O Lord, merciful Father, hear our prayers in the name of your well-

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, the mediator of the new and eternal 

covenant, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

P Because of Jesus, God has forgiven all our sin.  Hear the gospel of Christ 

from Psalm 103: 

"Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits - who forgives 

all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from 

the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you 

with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagles." 

 

Reflection on God's Forgiveness Psalm 86:3-5 

P Be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you I cry all the day. 

C Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my 

soul. 

P For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 

C Abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you. 



 
Service of the Word 

 

Psalm Psalm 146 

P Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!  

C I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while 

I have my being. 

P Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no 

salvation.  

C When his breath departs he returns to the earth; on that very day his 

plans perish. 

P Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD 

his God,  

C who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who 

keeps faith forever;  

P who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

C the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are 

bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.  

P The LORD watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the 

fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

C The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise 

the LORD! 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 



Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 



Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

 the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly 

 and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

 the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 

 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

 <Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God 

 will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. 

 He will come and save you.= 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 

 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 

 and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 

the unclean shall not pass over it. 

 It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 

 even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 

 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 

 and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 



 

Epistle James 5:7–11 

 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the 

farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it 

receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your 

hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one 

another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is 

standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, 

take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider 

those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness 

of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 

compassionate and merciful. 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by 

his disciples 3and said to him, <Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 
look for another?= 4And Jesus answered them, <Go and tell John what you 
hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are 

cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 

good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by 

me.= 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: 

<What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 
8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, 

those who wear soft clothing are in kings9 houses. 9What then did you go out 

to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of 

whom it is written, 

<8Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.9 
11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one 

greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 

heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the 

kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 
13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are 

willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let 

him hear.= 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  the 

only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 

made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 

and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 

life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn #343  Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.; Tune: Swedish, 17th cent.; Text: © 1978 Lutheran 

Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001220; Tune: Public domain 

 



Sermon 
 

Offering  

 

Prayer Response 

P  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 

proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they 

might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in 

glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and singing: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 



 

Lord's Prayer 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



Distribution Hymn #550  Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Twila Paris, 1958; Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110001220 

 



 

Distribution Hymn #370  What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98; Tune: English, 16th cent.; Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 

Distribution Hymn #380  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt.; Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal 



Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction  
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

C  Amen. 



 

Announcements 
 

Today 

• Adult Bible Study and Sunday School - 10:30 AM Downstairs 

• Congregational Voter9s Meeting – 11:45 AM 

Tuesday 

• Youth Group 6:30 - 8:00 PM 

Wednesday 

• Men9s Bible Study 6:30 – 7:30 AM 

• Midweek Advent Worship Service – 7:00 PM 

Friday 

• Christmas Caroling – with the Youth Group 6:30 PM – 9:00 PM  

Saturday 

• Women9s Bible Study – 9:00 AM 

• Christmas Caroling – at Yanda Cabin 5:30 & 7:00 PM 
 

Congregational Meeting 

We will have a congregational meeting in the church sanctuary, today, 

December 11th following Bible Study. We will address the following: 

• 2023 Budget--drafts may be found in the narthex or may be 

requested from the church office.  

• 2023 Elders and Deacons 

Christmas Caroling  

• December 16th 6:30 PM – 9:00 PM: Youth Group Caroling 

followed by hot chocolate, cookies and a movie at the church. 

• December 17th 5:30 PM & 7:00 PM at the Yanda Cabin and we 

need you!  Let Debbie Rathert know if you would like to join in 

the fun.  

Mark your calendars for the Christmas breakfast!  Join us for breakfast 

and fellowship after church next Sunday, December 18th.  

Metro-East Lutheran High School's music department will present its annual 

Christmas concert at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 11. All are invited to join us to 

enjoy festive and worshipful selections from our band, choir, strings ensemble 

and choirchimes ensemble. 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/online-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/weekly-youth-group/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/tuesday-morning-mens-bible-study/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/christmas-caroling/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/new-womens-bible-study-starting-february-6th/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/christmas-caroling/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/christmas-caroling/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/christmas-family-breakfast/
https://mel-il.client.renweb.com/renweb/parentsweb/Calendar-Details-public.cfm?District=MEL-IL&Type=Calendar&CalendarID=8802
https://mel-il.client.renweb.com/renweb/parentsweb/Calendar-Details-public.cfm?District=MEL-IL&Type=Calendar&CalendarID=8802


 

  

Loneliness and depression are increasingly 

pervasive challenges in our culture. So 

many people are unhappy. So, the question 

is, does God want you to be happy? Does 

he care if you9re struggling with sadness? 

That9s the subject of Episode 54 of <Craving 

Answers, Craving God.= It9s now available 

at saintjamesglencarbon.org. Give it a 

listen and let us know what you think. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. James Attendance 

St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 

P.O. Box 644 

Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 
Office: 618.288.6120 

Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 
www.stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/new-cacg-episode/
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/new-cacg-episode/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEks--Gd968HEjbxZ3rNFjO4CP7CxlX7hfD443R6fYiLH9Nw/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

