Midweek Lent Service
March 23, 2022

Invocation

(P) In the name of the Father and of the *I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Evening Prayer

(P) Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.
(P) Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
and the day is almost over.

(P) Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.

Phos Hilaron (O Joyful Light)

P) Joyous light of glory:
of the immortal Father;
heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
We have come to the setting of the sun,
and we look to the evening light.
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
You are worthy of being praised
with pure voices forever.
O Son of God, O Giver of life:
the universe proclaims Your glory.



Thanksgiving for Light
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Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of
Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Psalm 4

Answer me when | call, O God of my righteousness! You have given me relief when | was in
distress. Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!

O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? How long will you love vain
words and seek after lies?

But know that the Lorp has set apart the godly for himself; the Lorp hears when | call to
him.

Be angry, and do not sin; ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent.

Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lorb.

There are many who say, “Who will show us some good? Lift up the light of your face
upon us, O Lorp!”

You have put more joy in my heart than they have when their grain and wine abound.

In peace | will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lorp, make me dwell in safety.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.



Hymn #524 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
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1 How sweet the name of Je - sus sounds In
2 It makes the wound - ed spir - it whole And
3 Dear name! The rock on which I build, My
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a be - liev - er’s ear! It soothes our SOTr - TOWS,
calms the  heart’s un - rest; *Tis man - na to the
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heals our wounds, And drives a - way our fear.
hun - gry soul And to the wea - 1y, rest.
trea - sury filled With bound - less stores of grace.
way, my end, Ac - cept the praise 1 bring.

5 How weak the effort of my heart,
How cold my warmest thought!

But when | see Thee as Thou art,
I'll praise Thee as | ought.

6  Till then | would Thy love proclaim

With ev'ry fleeting breath;

And may the music of Thy name

Refresh my soul in death!
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Tune: Alexander R. Reinagle, 1799-1877

Text and tune: Public domain



Epistle Reading Ephesians 4

! therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, *with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. “There is one
body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— >one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, ®one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in
all. "But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. ¥Therefore
it says,

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,
and he gave gifts to men.”

9(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower
parts of the earth? %e who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the
heavens, that he might fill all things.) “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists,
the pastors and teachers, Lo equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body
of Christ, Buntil we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, **so that we may no
longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine,
by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. BRrather, speaking the truth in love, we
are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 1% rom whom the whole
body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

“Now this | say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in
the futility of their minds. 18They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of
God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19They have
become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of
impurity. 2Byt that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21assuming that you have heard about
him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 20 put off your old self, which belongs to
your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 3nd to be renewed in the
spirit of your minds, *and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true
righteousness and holiness.

“Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his
neighbor, for we are members one of another. e angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go
down on your anger, 7and give no opportunity to the devil. %8| et the thief no longer steal, but
rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to
share with anyone in need. BLet no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as
is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. *And do
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. et all
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all
malice. **Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave
you.

P} In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon



Magnificat
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior

For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden.
For behold, from this day all generations will call me blessed.
For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name;
and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.
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Refrain

He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of
their hearts.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has exalted the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent empty away.
He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy as He spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his seed forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain



Litany
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For Matt Harrison and Timothy Scharr, for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the
Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For President Biden, Governor Pritzker, Mayor Marcus, for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every
good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who
toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
Thanks be to God.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and
our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
To You, O Lord.

Collect for Peace
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O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

(P) Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P) The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the ~I« Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and
preserve you.
Amen.



Hymn #829 Christ the Eternal Lord
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1 Christ the e - ter - nal Lord, Whose prom -ise here we claim,
2 Christ the un-chang-ing Word To ev - ‘ry pass - ing age,
3 Christ the re-deem-ing Son, Who shares our hu - man birth,
4 Christ the un - fad - ing Light Of ev - er - last - ing day,
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Whose gifts of grace are free-ly poured On all who name Your name;
Whose time-less teach-ings still are heard Set forth on Scrip-ture’s page;
And by His death sal - va - tion won For ev-’ry child of earth;
Our Morn-ing Star in splen-dor bright, The Life, the Truth, the Way;
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With thank -ful - ness and praise We stand be - fore Your throne,
Trans - form our thought and mind, En - light-en all who read,
In - spire our hearts, we pray, To tell Your love a - broad,
That light of truth You give To ser-vants as to friends,
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In - tent to serve You all our days And make Your glo-ry known.
With - in  Your Word by faith to find The bread of Ilife in - deed.
That all may hon - or Christto-day And fol - low Him as Lord.
Your way to walk, Your life to live, Till earth’s brief jour-ney ends.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93

Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001220

Tune: Public domain
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