
Second Sunday after Christmas 
January 2, 2022 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Kyrie 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Confession & Absolution 

P I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, 

by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty 

to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of 

all your sins. Amen. 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, 

by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 

Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of 

all your sins. 

C Amen. 

 

  



Opening Hymn #802  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Welsh; Text: W. Chalmers Smith; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



Psalm Psalm 119:97–104 

P  Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day. 

C  Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me. 

P  I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my  

 meditation. 

C  I understand more than the agèd, for I keep your precepts. 

P  hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep your word. 

C  I do not turn aside from your just decrees, for you have taught me. 

P  How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

C  Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the  

 beginning, is now,  and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 

 
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
4
even as he chose us in him 

before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. 

In love 
5
he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 

purpose of his will, 
6
to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in 

the Beloved. 
7
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 
8
which he lavished upon us, in all 

wisdom and insight 
9
making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 

purpose, which he set forth in Christ 
10

as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 

things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

 
11

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 

purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 
12

so that we 

who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 
13

In him you 

also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 

him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
14

who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

  



Holy Gospel Luke 2:40–52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 
40

The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 

God was upon him. 

 
41

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 
42

And 

when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 
43

And when the 

feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. 

His parents did not know it, 
44but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s 

journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and 

acquaintances, 
45

and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, 

searching for him. 
46

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
47

And all who heard him were 

amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
48

And when his parents saw him, they 

were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? 
Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49

And he said 

to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father’s house?” 50

And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 
51

And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. 

And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 

 
52

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

  



Sermon Hymn Lord from Sorrows Deep I Call (Psalm 42) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Matt Papa; Matt Boswell; Tune: Matt Boswell; Matt Papa; Tune: © 2018 Getty Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

 

  



Old Testament Reading Esther 1 

 
1
Now in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127 

provinces, 
2
in those days when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in Susa, the capital, 

3
in 

the third year of his reign he gave a feast for all his officials and servants. The army of Persia 

and Media and the nobles and governors of the provinces were before him, 
4
while he showed 

the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp of his greatness for many days, 180 

days. 
5
And when these days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in Susa, 

the citadel, both great and small, a feast lasting for seven days in the court of the garden of the 

king’s palace. 6There were white cotton curtains and violet hangings fastened with cords of fine 

linen and purple to silver rods and marble pillars, and also couches of gold and silver on a 

mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and precious stones. 
7
Drinks were 

served in golden vessels, vessels of different kinds, and the royal wine was lavished according to 

the bounty of the king. 
8And drinking was according to this edict: “There is no compulsion.” For 

the king had given orders to all the staff of his palace to do as each man desired. 
9
Queen Vashti 

also gave a feast for the women in the palace that belonged to King Ahasuerus. 

 
10

On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded 

Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who 

served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, 
11

to bring Queen Vashti before the king with her 

royal crown, in order to show the peoples and the princes her beauty, for she was lovely to look 

at. 
12But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command delivered by the eunuchs. At this 

the king became enraged, and his anger burned within him. 

 
13Then the king said to the wise men who knew the times (for this was the king’s procedure 

toward all who were versed in law and judgment, 
14

the men next to him being Carshena, 

Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and 

Media, who saw the king’s face, and sat first in the kingdom): 15“According to the law, what is 
to be done to Queen Vashti, because she has not performed the command of King Ahasuerus 

delivered by the eunuchs?” 16
Then Memucan said in the presence of the king and the officials, 

“Not only against the king has Queen Vashti done wrong, but also against all the officials and all 
the peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. 

17For the queen’s behavior will be 
made known to all women, causing them to look at their husbands with contempt, since they 

will say, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not 
come.’ 18

This very day the noble women of Persia and Media who have heard of the queen’s 
behavior will say the same to all the king’s officials, and there will be contempt and wrath in 
plenty. 

19
If it please the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it be written among the 

laws of the Persians and the Medes so that it may not be repealed, that Vashti is never again to 

come before King Ahasuerus. And let the king give her royal position to another who is better 

than she. 
20

So when the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, for 

it is vast, all women will give honor to their husbands, high and low alike.” 21
This advice pleased 

the king and the princes, and the king did as Memucan proposed. 
22

He sent letters to all the 

royal provinces, to every province in its own script and to every people in its own language, that 

every man be master in his own household and speak according to the language of his people. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Sermon 

Prayer 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  



Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God,  the Father Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  the only-begotten Son of 

God, begotten of His Father before all   worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 

of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom 

all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  And 

the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures  and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 

the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection 

of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come,  Thy will 

be done on earth  as it is in heaven;  give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Holy Communion 
 

Distribution Hymn #392  God Loves Me Dearly 

 

 

 

 
 

Text:  August Rische,; tr. Composit; Tune: German; Text and tune: Public domain 



Distribution Hymn #373  See amid the Winter’s Snow 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Caswall; Tune: John Goss; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn #393  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed; Text and tune: Polish; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



Nunc Dimittis 

P Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace according to Your Word. 

C For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 

Which You have prepared before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of Your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  

 

Closing Hymn #380  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley; Tune: Felix Mendelssohn; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

  



Announcements 

Today 

 Bible Study 9:15 AM Masks Optional: Adults meet in the sanctuary; Children 
meet downstairs 

 Youth Confirmation 12:00 PM – 12:45 PM 
 Sunday Evening Prayer 5:30 PM 

Tuesday 

 Men’s Bible Study  6:30 – 7:30 AM 
 Youth Group   6:30 - 8:00 PM   

Wednesday 

 No Zoom Bible Study  

Saturday 

 Women of Faith Bible Study 9:00 AM 

 

 

2022 Giving envelopes are ready for pick up in the narthex.  If you have any questions, 

or need assistance, please contact Cheryl in the church office. 

 

2021 Giving Statements will be sent out mid-January via email to your personal email 

on record.  If you need a print copy of your giving statement, please contact the church 

office at 618-288-6120 or cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org. 

 

The first edition of the St. James Quarterly Newsletter  and digital worship bulletins will 

be released via email by end of January.   It will be mailed to the personal email on 

record of everyone who requests to receive it.  If you would like to receive the 

newsletter, bulletins and church news updates, please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex.  If you are unsure if you have a email address in our system, please contact 

Cheryl in the church office 618-288-3120 or cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org. 

 

Trivia Night January 21
st

:  The youth groups of St. James and Good Shepherd will be 

hosting a trivia night to raise funds for youth attending the LCMS National Youth 

Gathering in Texas.  Registration forms are available in the church office and online at 

https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/trivia-night/.   

 

Next week we will have a door offering for Kathryn Lange to support her college 

ministry and Josiah Lange to support his mission trip to Honduras. 
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