Second Sunday after Christmas
January 2, 2022

Invocation

P

Kyrie

P

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Confession & Absolution

P

| confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that | have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault,
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore | pray God Almighty
to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life.
Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of
all your sins. Amen.

| confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that | have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault,
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore | pray God
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of
all your sins.

Amen.



Opening Hymn #802
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Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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1 Im - mor - tal, in - vis - 1 - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest - ing, un - hast - ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all life Thou giv - est— to both great and small—
4 Great Fa - ther of glo - ry, pure Fa - ther of light,
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In light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
Nor want - ing, nor  wast - ing, Thou rul - est in  might;
In all life  Thou liv - est, the true Life of all;
Thine an - gels a - dore Thee, all veil - ing  their sight;
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Most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
Thy jus - tice like moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
We  blos - som and flour - ish as leaves on the tree
All  laud we would ren - der: o help us to see
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Al - might -y, vic - to-rious, Thy great name we praise.
Thy clouds which are  foun-tains of good - ness and love.
And with - er and  per-ish— but naught chang - es  Thee.
"Tis on - ly the splen-dor of light that hides Thee.

Tune: Welsh; Text: W. Chalmers Smith; Text and tune: Public domain



Psalm Psalm 119:97-104

Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day.

Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me.
P | have more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my
meditation.

I understand more than the agéd, for | keep your precepts.

hold back my feet from every evil way, in order to keep your word.

| do not turn aside from your just decrees, for you have taught me.

How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Through your precepts | get understanding; therefore | hate every false way.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Epistle Ephesians 1:3-14

*Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, *even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.
In love *he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, %o the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in
the Beloved. 'In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, ®which he lavished upon us, in all
wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his
purpose, which he set forth in Christ %35 a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

"n him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 250 that we
who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. BIn him you
also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, “Wwho is the guarantee of our
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

(P) Thisis the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Holy Gospel Luke 2:40-52

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

*The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of
God was upon him.

*'Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. *And
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. **And when the
feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem.
His parents did not know it, “put supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s
journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and
acquaintances, *and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem,
searching for him. *®After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. *And all who heard him were
amazed at his understanding and his answers. **And when his parents saw him, they
were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so?
Behold, your father and | have been searching for you in great distress.” *And he said
to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that | must be in my
Father’s house?” *’And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them.
>'And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them.
And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.

>>And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

(P} Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon Hymn Lord from Sorrows Deep | Call (Psalm 42)
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Lord, from sor-rows deep I call when my hope is shak - en;
Storms with - in my trou-bled soul, ques-tions with-out an - swers;
Should my life be torn from me, ev - 'ry world-1ly plea- sure;
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torn and ru - ined from the fall, hear my des - pe - ra - tion.
on my faith these bil- lows roll, God be mnow my shel - ter.
when all I pos -sess is grief, God be then my trea - sure.
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For so long Ive pled and prayed, "God come to my res-cuel"
Why are you cast down my soul? Hope in Him who saves you.
Be my vi-sion in the night; be my hope and re - fuge.
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E - ven so, the thorn re-mains; still my heart will praise You.
When the fires have all grown cold, cause this heart to praise You.
'Til my faith is turned to sight, Lord my heart will praise You.
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Oh, my soul, put your hope in God, my help, my rock, I will praise Him.
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Sing, oh, sing, through the rag-ing storm; You're still my God, my sal -va - tion.
Text: Matt Papa; Matt Boswell; Tune: Matt Boswell; Matt Papa; Tune: © 2018 Getty Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734




Old Testament Reading Esther 1

'Now in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127
provinces, %in those days when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in Susa, the capital, %in
the third year of his reign he gave a feast for all his officials and servants. The army of Persia
and Media and the nobles and governors of the provinces were before him, “while he showed
the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp of his greatness for many days, 180
days. >And when these days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in Susa,
the citadel, both great and small, a feast lasting for seven days in the court of the garden of the
king’s palace. ®There were white cotton curtains and violet hangings fastened with cords of fine
linen and purple to silver rods and marble pillars, and also couches of gold and silver on a
mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and precious stones. "Drinks were
served in golden vessels, vessels of different kinds, and the royal wine was lavished according to
the bounty of the king. 8And drinking was according to this edict: “There is no compulsion.” For
the king had given orders to all the staff of his palace to do as each man desired. ®Queen Vashti
also gave a feast for the women in the palace that belonged to King Ahasuerus.

%0n the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded
Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who
served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, o bring Queen Vashti before the king with her
royal crown, in order to show the peoples and the princes her beauty, for she was lovely to look
at. But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command delivered by the eunuchs. At this
the king became enraged, and his anger burned within him.

BThen the king said to the wise men who knew the times (for this was the king’s procedure
toward all who were versed in law and judgment, “the men next to him being Carshena,
Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and
Media, who saw the king’s face, and sat first in the kingdom): 15”According to the law, what is
to be done to Queen Vashti, because she has not performed the command of King Ahasuerus
delivered by the eunuchs?” %Then Memucan said in the presence of the king and the officials,
“Not only against the king has Queen Vashti done wrong, but also against all the officials and all
the peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. YEor the queen’s behavior will be
made known to all women, causing them to look at their husbands with contempt, since they
will say, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not
come.” *®This very day the noble women of Persia and Media who have heard of the queen’s
behavior will say the same to all the king’s officials, and there will be contempt and wrath in
plenty. Byt it please the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it be written among the
laws of the Persians and the Medes so that it may not be repealed, that Vashti is never again to
come before King Ahasuerus. And let the king give her royal position to another who is better
than she. *°So when the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, for
it is vast, all women will give honor to their husbands, high and low alike.” “IThis advice pleased
the king and the princes, and the king did as Memucan proposed. ’He sent letters to all the
royal provinces, to every province in its own script and to every people in its own language, that
every man be master in his own household and speak according to the language of his people.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Prayer

P) Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection
of the dead and the life I of the world to come. Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion

Distribution Hymn #392 God Loves Me Dearly
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1 God loves me dear - ly, Grants me sal -
21 was in slav - ry, Sin, death, and
3 He sent forth Je - sus, My dear Re -
4 Je - sus, my Sav - 101, Him - self did
5 Now I will praise You, O Love E -
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va - tion, God loves me dear - ly, Loves e - ven me.
dark - ness; God’s love was work - ing To make me free.
deem - er, He sent forth Je - sus And set me free.
of - fer; Je - sus, my Sav - ior, Paid all I owed.
ter - nal; Now I will praise You All my life long.
Au  epram
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. There - fore I’ say a - gain:  God loves me
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dear - ly, God loves me dear - ly, Loves e - ven me.

Text: August Rische,; tr. Composit; Tune: German; Text and tune: Public domain



Distribution Hymn #373 See amid the Winter’s Snow

h“ A L i 1

| " m— K T - T i T K I ]

A i i i - — . " T O

{ey 0 y - K - A < — S— —
O i — ]

Py o [ 4 [ i T T

1 See a-mid the win - ter’s snow, Born for us on earth be - low,
2 Lo, with-in a sta - ble lies He who built the star - ry skies,

3 Sa - cred In- fant, all di - vine, What a ten-der love was Thine,
4 Teach, O teach us, ho - ly Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
n H A Il Il
[ # [ N I T T |
6 J e o N
o & T - o I I —1

See, the gen - tle Lamb ap-pears, Prom-ised from e - ter - nal years.
He who,throned in height sub-lime, Sits a - mid the cher - u - bim.
Thus to come from high - est bliss Down to such a world as this!
Teach us to re-sem - ble Thee In  Thy sweet hu-mil - i - ty.
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Hail, O ev - er - bless-ed morn!  Hail, re-demp-tion’s hap-py dawn!
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Sing through all Je - ru - sa-lem: “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”

Text: Edward Caswall; Tune: John Goss; Text and tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn #393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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1 In - fant ho - ly, In - fant low-1ly, For His bed a cat - tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, Shep-herds keep-ing Vig-il till the morn-ing new
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Ox - en low - ing, Lit - tle know - ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
Saw the glo - ry, Heard the sto - ry, Tid - ings of a Gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, An - gels sing-ing, Bells are ring-ing, Tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic -ing, Free from sor-row, Prais-es voic-ing, Greet the mor-row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!
Text: tr. Edith M. G. Reed; Text and tune: Polish; Text and tune: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis

(P} Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace according to Your Word.
For my eyes have seen Your salvation,
Which You have prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Closing Hymn #380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec- on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail thein-car-nate De - i - ty!
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
A Refrain ) =
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”

Text: Charles Wesley; Tune: Felix Mendelssohn; Text and tune: Public domain

Benediction

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.



Announcements

Today
e Bible Study 9:15 AM Masks Optional: Adults meet in the sanctuary; Children
meet downstairs
e  Youth Confirmation 12:00 PM —12:45 PM
e Sunday Evening Prayer 5:30 PM
Tuesday
e Men’s Bible Study 6:30 - 7:30 AM
e  Youth Group 6:30-38:00 PM
Wednesday
** No Zoom Bible Study
Saturday
e  Women of Faith Bible Study 9:00 AM

2022 Giving envelopes are ready for pick up in the narthex. If you have any questions,
or need assistance, please contact Cheryl in the church office.

2021 Giving Statements will be sent out mid-January via email to your personal email
on record. If you need a print copy of your giving statement, please contact the church
office at 618-288-6120 or cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org.

The first edition of the St. James Quarterly Newsletter and digital worship bulletins will
be released via email by end of January. It will be mailed to the personal email on
record of everyone who requests to receive it. If you would like to receive the
newsletter, bulletins and church news updates, please sign up on the sheet in the
narthex. If you are unsure if you have a email address in our system, please contact
Cheryl in the church office 618-288-3120 or cheryl@stjamesglencarbon.org.

Trivia Night January 21%: The youth groups of St. James and Good Shepherd will be
hosting a trivia night to raise funds for youth attending the LCMS National Youth
Gathering in Texas. Registration forms are available in the church office and online at
https://saintjamesglencarbon.org/trivia-night/.

Next week we will have a door offering for Kathryn Lange to support her college
ministry and Josiah Lange to support his mission trip to Honduras.
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St. James Lutheran Church
146 North Main
P.O. Box 644
Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034
Office: 618.288.6120

Email: contact@sgamesglencarbon.org
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