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P The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 

C Amen. 

  

P It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

C to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 

  

P to herald Your love in the morning, 

C Your truth at the close of the day. 

 

Opening Hymn #803  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Van Dyke; Tune Ludwig van Beethoven; adapt. Edward Hodges;Tune and text: Public domain 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

P Holy and gracious God, 

C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 

some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 

forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace. 

P By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 

forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to serve Him. 

C Amen. 



Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 3:14–20 
14

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 

 shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

 O daughter of Jerusalem! 
15

The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 

 he has cleared away your enemies. 

The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

 you shall never again fear evil. 
16

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

“Fear not, O Zion; 
 let not your hands grow weak. 
17

The LORD your God is in your midst, 

 a mighty one who will save; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness; 

 he will quiet you by his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing. 
18

I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 

 so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 
19

Behold, at that time I will deal 

 with all your oppressors. 

And I will save the lame 

 and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

 and renown in all the earth. 
20

At that time I will bring you in, 

 at the time when I gather you together; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

 among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

 before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Epistle Romans 8:18–25 

 
18

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
19

For the creation waits 

with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 
20

For the creation was 

subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 

hope 
21

that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and 

obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 
22

For we know that the 

whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until 



now. 
23

And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of 

the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 

redemption of our bodies. 
24

For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is 

seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 
25

But if we hope for what 

we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon Hymn #347  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 

 

 

 
Text johann Olearius; tr. Catherine Winkworth; Tune: Trente Quatre Pseaumes de David, Louis Bourgeois; Tune and text: 

Public domain 

 

  



Holy Gospel John 12:12–17 

 
12

The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus 

was coming to Jerusalem. 
13

So they took branches of palm trees and went out 

to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14

And Jesus found a young donkey and sat 

on it, just as it is written, 

15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is coming, 

 sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

16
His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was 

glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about 

him and had been done to him. 
17

The crowd that had been with him when he 

called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to 

bear witness. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Prayer 

 

P Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

C listen to my cry. 

  

P Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 

C hide me in the shadow of Your wings. 

  

P In righteousness I shall see You; 

C when I awake, Your presence will give me joy. 

 

P Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, 

so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life may find 

our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

C Amen. 

 

  



Lord's Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless you and keep you. 

C Amen. 

 

  



Closing Hymn #380  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune; Charles Wesley; Tune: Felix Mendelssohn; Tune and text: Public domain 
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