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P The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 

C Amen. 

  

P It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

C to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 

  

P to herald Your love in the morning, 

C Your truth at the close of the day. 
 

Opening Hymn #342  What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Stark; Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, part Second, John Wyeth; Tune: Public domain; Text: © 1998 

Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001220 

 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

P Holy and gracious God, 

C I confess that I have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 

forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace. 

P By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him we 

are forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning to 

serve Him. 

C Amen. 

 

  



Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1–7b 

 
1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. 

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the 

messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, 

says the LORD of hosts. 
2
But who can endure the day of his coming, and 

who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 

purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will 

bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 
4
Then the offering of Judah 

and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in 

former years. 

 
5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness 

against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear 

falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the 

widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, 

and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 

 
6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are 

not consumed. 
7
From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from 

my statutes and have not kept them.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Titus 2:11–14 

 
11

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
12

training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 

self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
13

waiting for 

our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior 

Jesus Christ, 
14

who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness 

and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous 

for good works. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  



 

 

Sermon Hymn #343  Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzen; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; Tune: Swedish, 17

th
 cent.;Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001220 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–6 

 
2
Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent 

word by his disciples 
3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, 

or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell 
John what you hear and see: 

5
the blind receive their sight and the lame 

walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, 

and the poor have good news preached to them. 
6
And blessed is the one 

who is not offended by me.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon 
 



Prayer 

P Hear my prayer, O Lord; 

C listen to my cry. 

  

P Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 

C hide me in the shadow of Your wings. 

  

P In righteousness I shall see You; 

C when I awake, Your presence will give me joy. 

 

P Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this 

night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of life 

may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

C Amen. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless you and keep you. 

C Amen. 



Closing Hymn #397  As with Gladness Men of Old 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix; Tune: Conrad Kocher; Tune and text: Public domain 
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