Second Sunday in Advent

December 5, 2021

Invocation

P} Inthe name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Kyrie

(P} Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Confession & Absolution

(P) | confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that | have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault,
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore | pray God Almighty
to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life.
Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of
all your sins. Amen.

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my
brothers and sisters, that | have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault,
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore | pray God
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life. Amen.

P} The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of
all your sins.

Amen.



Opening Hymn #347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
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I “Com-fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All  that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin-ners to re - pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum -ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is  here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all  flesh  shall
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sins [ cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.

rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.

see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken
Text: Johann Olearius;tr.Catherine Winkworth; tune: Trente quatre Pseumes deDavid; Tune and text: Public domain



Psalm Psalm 66:1-12

(P} Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious
praise!

Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your

enemies come cringing to you.

All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; they sing praises to your

name.”

Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds toward the

children of man.

He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot.

There did we rejoice in him, who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep

watch on the nations— let not the rebellious exalt themselves.

Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard, who has kept our

soul among the living and has not let our feet slip.

For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried.

You brought us into the net; you laid a crushing burden on our backs;

You let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; yet

you have brought us out to a place of abundance.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1-7b

“Behold, | send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the
covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. ’But who
can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like
a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. *He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and
he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring
offerings in righteousness to the LORD. *Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will
be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

>“Then | will draw near to you for judgment. | will be a swift witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who
oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those
who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.

®“For | the LoRD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not
consumed. "From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes
and have not kept them.”

(P) Thisis the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Epistle Philippians 1:2-11

*Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

*| thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for
you all making my prayer with joy, *because of your partnership in the gospel from
the first day until now. ®And | am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. itis right for me to feel this way
about you all, because | hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of
grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.
®For God is my witness, how | yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. °And
it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all
discernment, %o that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ, Yfilled with the fruit of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

(P) Thisis the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon Hymn #344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
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that the Lord is  nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for God with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - 1y
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.

Text: Charles Coffin; tr. composite; tune: Michael Praetorius; Text and tune: Public domain



Holy Gospel Luke 3:1-18

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

!In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor
of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. >And he went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. *As it is written in the
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight.

*Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and
the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways,
®and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

"He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ®Bear fruits in keeping
with repentance. And do not begin
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For | tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children for Abraham. °Even now the axe is laid to the root of
the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire.”

And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” “And he answered them,
“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is
to do likewise.” *Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher,
what shall we do?” *And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized
to do.” “Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them,
“Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content
with your wages.”

PAs the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, “I
baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than | is coming, the strap of whose
sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
YHis winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

850 with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people.

P} Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon

Prayer

P} Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.And the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion



Distribution Hymn #621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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1 Let all mor - tal flesh keep si - lence And with fear and
2 King of kings yet born  of Mar - vy, As of old on
3 Rank on rank the host of heav - en Spreads its  van - guard
4 At His feet the six - winged ser - aph, Cher - u - bim with
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trem - bling stand; Pon - der noth-ing earth - ly - mind - ed,
earth He stood, Lord of lords in hu - man ves - ture,
on the way As  the Light of Light, de - scend - ing
sleep - less eye, Veil their fac - es to the pres - ence
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For with bless-ing in His hand Christ our God to earth  de-
In the bod -y and the blood, He will give to all the
From the realms of end - less day, Comes the pow’rs of hell to
As  with cease-less voice they cry: “Al - le - lu - ia, al - le-
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scend - ing Comes our hom-age to de - mand.
faith - ful His  own self for heav’'n - ly food.
van - quish As the dark-ness clears a - way.
lu - ia! Al - le - lu-ia, Lord Most High!”

Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie; Tune: French, 17" Cent; Text and tune: Public domain



Distribution Hymn #576

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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1 My hope is built on noth - ing less Than
2 When dark - ness veils His love - ly face, I

3 His oath, His cov - e - nant and blood Sup -
4 When He shall come with trum - pet sound, Oh,
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Je - sus’ blood and  righ-teous-ness; No mer - it of my
rest on His un - chang-ing grace; In ev - ry high and
port me in  the rag - ing flood; When ev - ’ry earth - ly
may I then in Him be found, Clothed in His righ - teous -
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own 1 claim But whol - ly lean  on Je - sus” name.
storm - y gale My an - chor holds with - in the  veil.
prop gives way, He  then is all my hope and stay.
ness a - lone, Re -deemed to stand be - fore His throne!

A Refrain ‘
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On Christ, the sol - id rock, I stand; All oth-er ground is
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sink -ing sand, All oth - er ground is sink - ing sand.

Text: Edward Mote; Tune: William B. Bradbury; Tune and text: Public domain



Distribution Hymn #629 What Is This Bread

o) e
g 1 I L I | | ]
(Rt ————

Y] o L

1 What s this bread? Christ’s bod - vy
2 What is this wine? The blood of
3 So who am I, That I should
4 Yet is God here? Oh, yes! By
51Is this  for me? | am  for -
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ris - en from the dead: This bread we break,
Je - sus shed for mine; The cup of grace
live and He should die Un - der the rod?
Word and prom -ise clear, In  mouth and soul
giv - en and set free! 1 do be - lieve
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This  life we take, Was crushed to pay for our re -
Brings His em - brace Oof life and love un -til I
My  God, my God, Why have You not for - sak - en
He  makes us whole— Christ, tru - ly pres-ent in this
That 1 re - ceive His ver -y bod-y and His
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lease. O taste and see— the Lord is peace.
sing! O taste and see— the Lord is King.
me? O taste and see— the Lord is  free.
meal. O taste and see— the Lord is  real.
blood. O taste and see— the Lord is good.

Text: Frederic W. Baue; Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue; Tune and text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110001220

Nunc Dimittis

P} Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace according to Your Word.
For my eyes have seen Your salvation,
Which You have prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



Closing Hymn #338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in  us for-ev -er, Now Thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;

Dear de - sire of ev-’ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all-suf-fi-cient mer-it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.
Text: Charles Wesley; Tune: Southern Harmony; Text and tune: Public domain

Benediction

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

Announcements

Today
e Bible Study 9:15 AM Masks Optional: Adults meet in the Sanctuary; Children
meet downstairs
Tuesday
e Men’s Bible Study — 6:30 — 7:30 AM
e  Youth Group - 6:30-8:00 PM
Wednesday
e Advent Worship Service — 7:00 PM
** No Zoom Bible Study
Saturday
o  Women of Faith Bible Study: 9:00 AM



Christmas Blessings

We are excited to have been asked to sponsor six local families for Christmas through
our Madison County Elementary Schools Mission. This is an amazing opportunity to
share our blessings, and since the suggested gifts are modest, there are many
opportunities to participate. You are invited to sign-up online at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0C4AAEA729A6F85-madison. If you are
interested in donating, but do not have access to the online sign-up, please contact
Cheryl in the church office for a list of items needed.

Congregational Meeting
We will have a congregational meeting December 12" at 11:30 AM. Those who wish to
attend in person can meet in the Sanctuary at that time. We will also broadcast online
for those who are unable to attend in person. We will address the following:
e 2022 Budget--drafts may be found in the narthex or may be requested from the
church office.
e 2022 Elders and Deacons

St. James Lutheran Church
146 North Main
P.O. Box 644
Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034
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