Midweek Advent Service
December 9, 2020

(P) The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
Amen.
(P} Itis good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praises to Your name, O Most High;
(P} to herald Your love in the morning,
Your truth at the close of the day.
Opening Hymn #379 O Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing;
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come ye, O come___ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i- zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee____ be__ glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - 1y to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

Text & tune: John F. Wade, text and tune: public domain



(P) Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Holy and gracious God,

| confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of my sin |

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which | am

ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus

Christ | ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that | may rest in

peace.

(P) By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in Him
we are forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in the morning
to serve Him.

Amen.
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Old Testament Reading Zechariah 3

Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel
of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. ’And
the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, O Satan! The LorRD who
has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked from the
fire?” *Now Joshua was standing before the angel, clothed with filthy
garments. *And the angel said to those who were standing before him,
“Remove the filthy garments from him.” And to him he said, “Behold, |
have taken your iniquity away from you, and | will clothe you with pure
vestments.” °And | said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So
they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with garments.
And the angel of the LORD was standing by.

®And the angel of the LorD solemnly assured Joshua, "“Thus says the
LorD of hosts: If you will walk in my ways and keep my charge, then you
shall rule my house and have charge of my courts, and | will give you
the right of access among those who are standing here. ®*Hear now, O
Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you, for
they are men who are a sign: behold, | will bring my servant the Branch.
°For behold, on the stone that | have set before Joshua, on a single
stone with seven eyes, | will engrave its inscription, declares the LORD of
hosts, and | will remove the iniquity of this land in a single day. I that
day, declares the LORD of hosts, every one of you will invite his neighbor
to come under his vine and under his fig tree.”

(P) Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Epistle Revelation 12:7-12

"Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the
dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, ®but he was
defeated and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. °And
the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called
the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And |
heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come,
for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses
them day and night before our God. “And they have conquered him by
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they
loved not their lives even unto death. 12Therefore, rejoice, O heavens
and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the
devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his
time is short!”

(P} Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.




Hymn #744

Amazing Grace
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1A - maz - ing grace— how sweet the sound—  That
2 The Lord has prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man - y dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall  fail And
5 When  we've been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
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saved a wretch like me! I once was lost  but
Word my hope se - cures; He will my shield and
have al read - y come; His grace  has brought me
mor - tal life  shall cease, A - maz - ing grace shall
shin - ing as the sun, We’ve no less days to
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now am found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace will lead me home.
then pre vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when we’d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton; tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, text & tune: public domain

Prayer
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Sermon

Hear my prayer, O Lord;
listen to my cry.

In righteousness | shall see You;
when | awake, Your presence will give me joy.

Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
hide me in the shadow of Your wings.

Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this

night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of
life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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Amen.



Lord's Prayer

P] Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

(P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the *}+ Son, and the
Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.

Amen.
Closing Hymn #924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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1 Lord, dis-miss us with  Your bless-ing, Fill our hearts with
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joy and peace; Let wus each, Your love pos - sess - ing,
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Tri - umph  in re - deem -ing grace. o re - fresh us;
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(0] re - fresh us, Trav - ’ling through this  wil - der - ness.

Text: John Fawcett; tune: Henry T. Smart: text and tune: public domain
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