Midweek Advent Service
December 2, 2020

The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the
last.

Amen.
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It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praises to Your name, O Most High;
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to herald Your love in the morning,
Your truth at the close of the day.
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Opening Hymn #3570 Come, O Come, Emmanuel (sts. 1, ref,

2,6-7)
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10 come, O come, Em - man - u - el, And ran - som
2 O come, Thou Wis - dom from on high, Who or - drest
6 O come, Thou Day -spring from on high, And cheer us
7 O come, De - sire of na - tions, bind In one the
04 pr— \ pr—
A I 1 N—T— I —
!g g E | I T 1. [ I | | |
cap - tive Is - ra - el That mourns in  lone - ly
all  things might - 1 - ly; To us the path of
by Thy draw - ing nigh; Dis - perse the gloom -y
hearts of all man - kind; Bid Thou our sad di -
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ex - ile here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
knowl - edge show, And teach us in her ways to  go.
clouds of night, And death’s dark shad - ows put to flight.
vi - sions cease, And be Thy-self our King of Peace.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Em - man - u - el
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Shall come to thee, (6] Is - ra - el!

Text: Latin, 12" century, Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, tr. John Mason Neale; tune: French, 15" century; text & tune: public domain



(P) Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another. Holy and gracious God,

I confess that | have sinned against You this day. Some of
my sin | know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which
| am ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the
name of Jesus Christ | ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore
me that | may rest in peace.

(P) By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in
Him we are forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise in
the morning to serve Him.

Amen.

Epistle Reading 2 Corinthians 1:3—-7

*Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and God of all comfort, “who comforts us in all
our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are
in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God. °For as we share abundantly in Christ’s
sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.
®If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we
are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when
you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. "Our
hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our
sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.

P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Matthew 5:2-12

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth
chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

’And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

*“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

>“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

®“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.

’“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

8«Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of
God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

1“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
2Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon Hymn #347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

N>

& I I 77 - I 1

bl [ T

e

1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er

saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin-ners to re - pen-tance, Since the

plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum -ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows” load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all  flesh shall
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sins I cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.

rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann Olearius, tr.Catherine Winkworth; tune: Trente Quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva; text & tune: public domain



Old Testament Reading Zechariah 1:7-17

’On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the
month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word of the
LORD came to the prophet Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, son of
Iddo, saying, ®1 saw in the night, and behold, a man riding on a
red horse! He was standing among the myrtle trees in the glen,
and behind him were red, sorrel, and white horses. *Then | said,
‘What are these, my lord?’ The angel who talked with me said to
me, ‘l will show you what they are.” '°So the man who was
standing among the myrtle trees answered, ‘These are they
whom the LORD has sent to patrol the earth.” "'And they
answered the angel of the LORD who was standing among the
myrtle trees, and said, ‘We have patrolled the earth, and behold,
all the earth remains at rest.” **Then the angel of the LoRD said,
‘O LorD of hosts, how long will you have no mercy on Jerusalem
and the cities of Judah, against which you have been angry these
seventy years?’ *And the LORD answered gracious and
comforting words to the angel who talked with me. **So the
angel who talked with me said to me, ‘Cry out, Thus says the
LoRrD of hosts: | am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and for
Zion. ®And | am exceedingly angry with the nations that are at
ease; for while | was angry but a little, they furthered the
disaster. "*Therefore, thus says the LORD, | have returned to
Jerusalem with
mercy; my house shall be built in it, declares the LORD of hosts,
and the measuring line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem.
YCry out again, Thus says the LORD of hosts: My cities shall again
overflow with prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort Zion
and again choose Jerusalem.””

P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Sermon

Prayer
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Hear my prayer, O Lord;
listen to my cry.

Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
hide me in the shadow of Your wings.

In righteousness | shall see You;
when | awake, Your presence will give me joy.

Be present, merciful God, and protect us through the hours
of this night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and
chances of life may find our rest in You; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer
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Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to
pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction
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The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the I+ Son, and
the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.

Amen.
Closing Hymn #343 Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth-ly king - dom; It comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Let ev - ’ry hill and val - ley A lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be-fore Him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev -’ry na - tion Its trib - ute  too should bring.
His  rule is peace and free - dom And jus-tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of Glo - ry Fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise  will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All lands, bow down be-fore Him! All na-tions, now a - dore Him!
So let your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so a - bound-ing:

Ho - san - na to the Lord, For He ful-fills God’s Word!

Text: Franz Mikael Franzen, tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; tune: Swedish; text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: CCLI no.
11373734; tune: public domain
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