
Last Sunday of the Church Year 
November 22, 2020 

 
 

Invocation 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession & Absolution 
 

P Let us confess our sin to God: 
You are the Lord and you alone! You have made heaven, the 
heaven of heavens with all their host, the earth and all that is 
on it, the seas and all that is in them, and you preserve them 
all. 

C You have called us to yourself and given us a covenant. You 
have become our God and made us your people, and yet 
we have turned away from you. We have rebelled against 
you. You have delivered us many times according to your 
covenant mercies. You have warned us, and yet we have 
acted presumptuously. You have sent us prophets, and we 
have turned a stubborn shoulder and stiffened our necks 
and would not obey your law. 

P You are the Lord and you alone! You are our God, great and 
mighty. You keep covenant and steadfast love. 

C We deplore our sins before you, and before each other. 
They have only gotten us into trouble. They have only 
enslaved us. They have not given us the happiness they 
promised. Deliver us from our sin and the power and 
attraction of sin through the faithful suffering and death of 
our Savior Jesus Christ, whose intercession we plead, and in 
whose name we pray. Amen. 

  



P Because of Jesus, God has forgiven all our sin.  Hear the 
gospel of Christ from 1 John: 
"We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and he is the expiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but for the sins of the whole world." 

C Amen. 
 
 

Psalm Psalm 39:4–5a, 7–8, 12 
 

P   In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new 
heaven and a new earth, 

   the home of righteousness. 

C   O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of  
   my days; 
   let me know how fleeting I am! 

P   Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, 
   and my lifetime is as nothing before you. 

C   And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? 
   My hope is in you. 

P   Deliver me from all my transgressions. 
   Do not make me the scorn of the fool! 

C   Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; hold not 
    your peace at my tears! 
   For I am a sojourner with you, a guest, like all my fathers. 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
   and to the Holy Spirit; 
   as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
  



 
 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 
 
 

 11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for 
my sheep and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his 
flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so 
will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places 
where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and 
gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their 
own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed 
them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel 
shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good 
grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the 
mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 
and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I 
will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind 
up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and 
the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. . . . 
 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I 
myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 
21Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the 
weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22I 
will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will 
judge between sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them 
one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 
feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their 
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the 
LORD; I have spoken.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  



 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:20–28 
 

 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man 
came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 
alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his 
coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when 
he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every 
rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he 
has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death.  27For “God has put all things in subjection 
under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in 
subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in 
subjection under him. 28When all things are subjected to him, 
then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all 
things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Sermon Hymn The Compassion Hymn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text & tune: Stuart Townend, Kristyn Getty, Keith Getty, © 2008 Thankyou Music. Used by permission: CCLI no. 
11373734 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:31–46 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 



 31[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 
32Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his right, but the 
goats on the left. 34Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and 
you came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see 
you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40And the King will answer 
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 
these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 
 41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
42For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me no drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, saying, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he 
will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it 
to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these 
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

Sermon 
 

Prayer 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



 

Apostles' Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
      as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 
 
Holy Communion 

 

       
 
    Distribution Hymn Arise, My Soul, Arise 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, tune: Lewis Edson; text & tune: public domain 

 
  
  



Distribution Hymn #922    Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Jaroslav Vajda, tune: Welsh, © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

 

Announcements 
 
 

Bible Study * 
Sunday @ 12:30 p.m. (Zoom)   
Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m. (Zoom)  
 
* Please text Pastor Mueller if you have not yet attended and would 
like a Zoom invitation link sent to your email.    
 
 

New Member Class - Tonight 6:00pm - 7:30pm.  Everyone is 
welcome!    
 

Youth Confirmation –Today 11:30am - 12:30pm.    

 
 



 
Congregational Meeting 

 
We will have a congregational meeting on December 6 at 11:30am. Those 
who wish to attend in person can meet in the Sanctuary at that time. We 
will also broadcast online for those who are unable to attend in person.  
We will address the following: 

 Review and approval of a new Constitution and Bylaws--drafts 
may be found in the narthex or may be requested from the 
church office. 

 2021 Budget--drafts may be found in the narthex or may be 
requested from the church office.  

 2021 Elders and Deacons 
Please look for the meeting agenda in the narthex today. 

 
 

Youth Group 
 

Youth Group 
 

Jr. High & Sr. High Youth Group (6th-12th Grade) 
Join us Tuesday nights here at the church from 6:30-8:00pm as we study 
the book of Ephesians. If we would ever need to meet virtually, an email 
notification will be sent to  families and an update made on our Facebook 
Group page. Any questions, please contact the church office. 
 
Youth Ministry Homeless Outreach 
Our youth group is collecting new adult gloves, hats and scarves to deliver 
to the homeless men and women of Granite City on December 12th. We 
need at least 50. A donation bin will be located near the church entrance 
for anyone who would like to give. Thank you! 

 

Mercy Ministries 
 
Glen Carbon School  
We are collecting winter coats (children’s sizes  6-8 / 10-12/14-16) , 
hats and mittens for girls and boys in need.  They need 3 in each size 
for both girls and boys for now.   These have to be new due to Covid 
Restrictions.  Please keep in mind, this is for Kindergarten, 1st and 
2nd grades.  Please drop off your donations in the box in the narthex.  
If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 
  



 

Christmas Blessings 
We are excited to have been asked to sponsor a local family of 8 
(ranging from 7 months – 13 years old) for Christmas!  This is an 
amazing opportunity to share our blessings, and since the suggested 
gifts are modest, there are many opportunities to participate.  You are 
invited to sign-up online at Sign-up Genius for donations.   If you are 
interested in donating, but do not have access to the online sign-up, 
please contact Cheryl in the church office for a list of items needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. James Lutheran Church 

146 North Main 

Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 

Office: 618.288.6120 

Email: contact@stjamesglencarbon.org 

www.stjamesglencarbon.org 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0C4AAEA729A6F85-christmas
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

