
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
November 8, 2020 
 
 
Invocation 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Confession & Absolution 
 

P Let us confess our sin to God: 
O Lord, great God, whom we behold in awe and wonder, who has kept 
covenant and steadfast love with your people from age to age, 

C We have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, 
turning aside from your commandments and ordinances. 
We have known in our hearts what is right, and yet we did wrong 
anyway. 
We have been fascinated by evil, delighted with pleasing ourselves, 
satisfying our desires, serving ourselves with pleasures. 

 

P O Lord, great God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

C We know you are a God who delights in goodness. 
Grant that we too might delight in goodness. 
We know you are a God who rejoices in peace and justice. 
Grant that we might be at peace with ourselves and each other. 

 

P O Lord, great God, grant that our hearts might be filled with a love of 
justice, 
with peace beyond understanding, with patience, with joy. 

C These prayers we present to you, O Father, in the name of Jesus, 
the Lamb who was slain and yet lives forever more. 
Amen. 

 

P Because of Jesus, God has forgiven all our sin.  Hear the gospel of Christ 
from 1 John: 
"This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light and in him is no darkness at all. If we walk in the light, as he is 
in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin." 

C Amen. 
  



 
 
Psalm Psalm 84:1, 3, 9–12 
 

P  Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where 
 she may lay her young, 
 at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 

C  How lovely is your dwelling place, 
 O LORD of hosts! 

P  Behold our shield, O God; 
 look on the face of your anointed! 

C  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
 I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the 
 tents of wickedness. 

P  For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor. 
 No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly. 

C  O LORD of hosts, 
 blessed is the one who trusts in you! 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
 
Old Testament Reading Amos 5:18–24 
 

18
Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! 

 Why would you have the day of the LORD? 
It is darkness, and not light, 
 

19
as if a man fled from a lion, 

 and a bear met him, 
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, 
 and a serpent bit him. 
20

Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, 
 and gloom with no brightness in it? 
21

“I hate, I despise your feasts, 
 and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
 I will not accept them; 
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, 
 I will not look upon them. 
23

Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
 to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 
24

But let justice roll down like waters, 
 and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 25:1–13 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 

 
1
[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 

lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
2
Five of them were foolish, and five 

were wise. 
3
For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 

4
but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 

5
As the bridegroom was 

delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 
6
But at midnight there was a cry, 

‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7
Then all those virgins rose 

and trimmed their lamps. 
8
And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 

your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
9
But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since 

there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for 
yourselves.’ 

10
And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and 

those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door 
was shut. 

11
Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to 

us.’ 
12

But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 
13

Watch 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

  



 
 
Hymn #336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, tune: Thomas Olivers; text & tune: Public domain 

 
 
  



 
Epistle 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 
 

 
13

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 

14
For since we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep. 

15
For this we declare to you by a word 

from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, 
will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 

16
For the Lord himself will 

descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17

Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
18

Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Sermon 

 
Prayer 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 
 
  



 
Apostles' Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
Lord's Prayer 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
Holy Communion 
  



 
 

        
 
 
   Distribution Hymn #550 Lamb of God 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text & tune: Twila Paris, © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: 
CCLI no. 11373734 

 
      
  



 
 
 
     Distribution Hymn Before the Throne of God Above 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Charitie Lees Bancroft, Vikki Cook; tune: Vikki Cook, © 1997 Sovereign Grace 
Worship. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734 

 

Announcements 
 
Bible Study * 
Sunday @ 12:30 p.m. (Zoom)   
Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m. (Zoom)  
* Please text Pastor Mueller if you have not yet attended and would like a Zoom 
invitation link sent to your email.    
 
New Member Class 
Week 2 – Tonight 6:00pm - 7:30pm.  Everyone is welcome!   Please contact the 
church office if you or someone you know may be interested in attending. 
 
Youth Confirmation – Week 2 – Today 11:30am - 12:30pm.   Please contact Pastor 
Mueller if your child will be attending. 



 
Jr. High/Sr. High youth group Tuesday Nights at the church from 6:30-8:00pm. 
Come join us to study Psalm 23 together!  
 
 
Mercy Ministries 
 
Thanksgiving Meals 

Please join us in providing seven Thanksgiving meals to local families.  We will 
collect all items except the turkey, which will be purchased.  You are invited to 
sign-up online at this Sign-up Genius link for donations.  All items must be 
delivered to the church by November 22

nd
.  If you are interested in donating, but 

do not want to use to the online sign-up, please contact Cheryl in the church 
office for a list of items needed. 
 
Glen Carbon School  
We are collecting winter coats (children’s sizes  6-8 / 10-12/14-16) , hats and 
mittens for girls and boys in need.  They need 3 in each size for both girls and boys 
for now.   These have to be new due to Covid Restrictions.  Please keep in mind, 
this is for Kindergarten, 1

st
 and 2

nd
 grades.  Please drop off your donations in the 

box in the narthex.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 
 
Christmas Blessings 
We are excited to have been asked to sponsor a local family of 8 (ranging from 7 
months – 13 years old) for Christmas!  This is an amazing opportunity to share our 
blessings, and since the suggested gifts are modest, there are many opportunities 
to participate.  You are invited to sign-up online at this Sign-up Genius link for 
donations. If you are interested in donating, but do not want to use the online 
sign-up, please contact Cheryl in the church office for a list of items needed. 
 
Help St. James "Spread the Joy" with Residential Hospice in Glen 
Carbon! Currently they are in need of donations to place in their "Spread the Joy" 
bags which are distributed to patients in assisted living facilities, skilled nursing 
facilities, and those still living at home. For more information, please 
contact Cheryl in the church office. 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BABAE29A7F5C70-thanksgiving
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0C4AAEA729A6F85-christmas
http://www.stjamesglencarbon.org/

