
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2020

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Confession of Sins
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Because of Jesus, God has forgiven all our sin.  Hear the gospel of 
Christ from Romans 5:
"Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ."

C Amen.

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44–52

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that 
he has and buys that field.

45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he 
had and bought it.

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 
and gathered fish of every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and 
sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49So 
it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And 
he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn #474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, tune: David N Johnson, © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: CCLI 
no. 11373734, tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no. 11373734



Epistle Romans 8:1–17

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from 
the law of sin and death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the 
flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and 
for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 
the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the 
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s 
law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who 
dwells in you.

12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are 
led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit 
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption 
as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in 
order that we may also be glorified with him.

P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Prayer of the Church

P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.



Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us;
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen.



Holy Communion

Distribution Hymn Before the Throne of God Above

Text: Charitie Lees Bancroft, tune: Vikki Cook, © 1997 Sovereign Grace Worship. Used by permission: CCLI 
no. 11373734



Distribution Hymn #644 The Church’s One Foundation

Text: Samuel J Stone, tune: Samuel Wesley, text & tune: Public domain
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