
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy 
upon us.

Let us confess our sin to God:  O Lord, merciful Father, you keep covenant and 
steadfast love with those who love you and keep your commandments.  We 
confess that we have not listened to your servants the prophets. We have not 
heeded your law nor have we rejoiced in your gospel. We confess that things 
have fallen apart.  But Lord, you keep covenant even when we do not.  Your 
love is steadfast when ours is frail and fallible.  You are faithful even when we 
are faithless.  We want you to be our God and we want to be your covenant 
people.  Grant us the gift of faith.  By your Holy Spirit work in us steadfastness 
and singleness of heart, that we might manifest your love in the keeping of 
your commandments and the living of your gospel.  O Lord, merciful Father, 
hear our prayers in the name of your well-beloved Son, Jesus Christ, the 
mediator of the new and eternal covenant, to whom be glory forever and 
ever.  Amen.

Because of Jesus, God has forgiven all our sin.  Hear the gospel of Christ from 
Psalm 103:  "The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love.  He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever.  
He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 
iniquities.  For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his 
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, 
so far he removes our transgressions from us.  As a father has compassion for 
his children, so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him."  Amen.



Psalm Psalm 68:1-10

1God shall arise, his enemies shall be scattered;
and those who hate him shall flee before him!

2As smoke is driven away, so you shall drive them away;
as wax melts before fire,
so the wicked shall perish before God!

3But the righteous shall be glad;
they shall exult before God;
they shall be jubilant with joy!

4Sing to God, sing praises to his name;
lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts;

his name is the LORD;
exult before him!

5Father of the fatherless and protector of widows
is God in his holy habitation.

6God settles the solitary in a home;
he leads out the prisoners to prosperity,
but the rebellious dwell in a parched land.

7O God, when you went out before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,

8the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain,
before God, the One of Sinai,
before God, the God of Israel.

9Rain in abundance, O God, you shed abroad;
you restored your inheritance as it languished;

10your flock found a dwelling in it;
in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy.

Acts Reading Acts 1:12–26

12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And when they 
had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, 
Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew 
and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas 
the son of James. 14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his 
brothers.



15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of 
persons was in all about 120) and said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David 
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17For 
he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 
18(Now this man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and 
falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 
19And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field 
was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it 
is written in the Book of Psalms,

“‘May his camp become desolate,
and let there be no one to dwell in it’;

and
“‘Let another take his office.’

21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John 
until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must 
become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, 
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And 
they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which 
one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And 
they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered 
with the eleven apostles.

Holy Gospel John 17:1–11

1When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may 
glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal 
life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they know 
you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you 
on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5And now, 
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you 
before the world existed.

6“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of 
the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word. 7Now they know that everything that you have given me is from 
you. 8For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have 
received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and 
they have believed that you sent me. 9I am praying for them. I am not 
praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are 
yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 
11And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given 
me, that they may be one, even as we are one.”



Hymn #594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It

God’s own child, I gladly say it:
    I am baptized into Christ!
He, because I could not pay it,
    Gave my full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many?
I have one worth more than any
    That brought me salvation free
    Lasting to eternity!

Sin, disturb my soul no longer:
    I am baptized into Christ!
I have comfort even stronger:
    Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me
Since my Baptism did release me
    In a dear forgiving flood,
    Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

Satan, hear this proclamation:
    I am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation,
    I am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I’ve traveled,
All your might has come unraveled,
    And, against your tyranny,
    God, my Lord, unites with me!

Death, you cannot end my gladness:
    I am baptized into Christ!
When I die, I leave all sadness
    To inherit paradise!
Though I lie in dust and ashes
Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
    Baptism has the strength divine
    To make life immortal mine.

There is nothing worth comparing
    To this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring:
    Even there I’ll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising,
Still my soul continues praising:
    I am baptized into Christ;
    I’m a child of paradise!

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, trans. Robert E. Voelker; tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen © Tune: 1991 Robert 
E. Voelker; text: public domain. Used by permission: CCLI License no. 11373734



Epistle Romans 6:1–4

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound?  2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?  3Do you 
not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death?  4We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

Sermon

Prayer

Hymn #644 The Church’s One Foundation (sts. 1–2, 5)

The Church’s one foundation
    Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is His new creation
    By water and the Word.
From heav’n He came and sought her
    To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her,
    And for her life He died.

Elect from ev’ry nation,
    Yet one o’er all the earth;
Her charter of salvation:
    One Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses,
    Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses
    With ev’ry grace endued.

Yet she on earth has union
    With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
    With those whose rest is won.
O blessèd heav’nly chorus!
    Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
    May see You face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, trans. Lefferd M.A. Haughwout; tune: Samuel S. Wesley.  Text & tune: Public 
domain.



Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give 
you peace.  Amen.


