In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy
upon us.

Let us confess our sin to God: O Lord, great God, whom we behold in awe
and wonder, who has kept covenant and steadfast love with your people
from age to age, we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and
rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and ordinances. We have
known in our hearts what is right, and yet we did wrong anyway. We have
been fascinated by evil, delighted with pleasing ourselves, satisfying our
desires, serving ourselves with pleasures.

O Lord, great God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. We
know you are a God who delights in goodness. Grant that we too might
delight in goodness. We know you are a God who rejoices in peace and
justice. Grant that we might be at peace with ourselves and each other.

O Lord, great God, grant that our hearts might be filled with a love of
justice, with peace beyond understanding, with patience, with joy. These
prayers we present to you, O Father, in the name of Jesus, the Lamb who
was slain and yet lives forever more. Amen.

Because of Jesus, God has forgiven all our sin. Hear the gospel of Christ
from Psalm 103: "Bless the LorD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits -
who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems
your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who
satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagles."

Psalm Psalm 66:8-20

®Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
*who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.
°For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.
You brought us into the net;
you laid a crushing burden on our backs;
2you let men ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;
yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance.
] will come into your house with burnt offerings;
1 will perform my vows to you,
“that which my lips uttered
and my mouth promised when | was in trouble.
1 will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals,
with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;
| will make an offering of bulls and goats.



%Come and hear, all you who fear God,

and | will tell what he has done for my soul.
7 cried to him with my mouth,

and high praise was on my tongue.
®if | had cherished iniquity in my heart,

the Lord would not have listened.
YBut truly God has listened;

he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
“Blessed be God,

because he has not rejected my prayer

or removed his steadfast love from me!

Acts Reading Acts 17:16-31

While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked
within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. ’So he reasoned in the
synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace
every day with those who happened to be there. **Some of the Epicurean
and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does
this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of
foreign divinities” —because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection.
And they took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying,
“May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? *For you
bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what
these things mean.” *Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived
there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something
new.

250 Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, |
perceive that in every way you are very religious. ZFor as | passed along and
observed the objects of your worship, | found also an altar with this
inscription, ‘To the unknown god.” What therefore you worship as
unknown, this | proclaim to you. *The God who made the world and
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples
made by man, Znor is he served by human hands, as though he needed
anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and
everything. *And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on
all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the
boundaries of their dwelling place, “that they should seek God, in the hope
that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually
not far from each one of us, *for

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’;
as even some of your own poets have said,

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’
%Being then God'’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is
like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of
man. *The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all
people everywhere to repent, **because he has fixed a day on which he will
judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”



Holy Gospel John 14:15-21

[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. **And |
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you
forever, Yeven the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because
it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you
and will be in you.

) will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you. **Yet a little while
and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because | live, you
also will live. ®In that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in
me, and | in you. >*Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it
is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and | will
love him and manifest myself to him.”

Hymn #793 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
To His feet your tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Evermore His praises sing:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King.

Praise Him for His grace and favor
To His people in distress;
Praise Him still the same as ever,
Slow to chide and swift to bless:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Glorious in His faithfulness.

Fatherlike He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows;
In His hand He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Widely yet His mercy flows.

Angels, help us to adore Him;
You behold Him face to face;
Sun and moon, bow down before Him,
All who dwell in time and space.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise with us the God of grace.

Text: Henry F. Lyte, tune: John Goss. Public domain



Epistle Romans 5:12-21

“2Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— **for sin
indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted
where there is no law. *Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over
those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a
type of the one who was to come.

>But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one
man'’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the
grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. **And the free gift is
not like the result of that one man'’s sin. For the judgment following one
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses
brought justification. "If, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned
through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of
grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man
Jesus Christ.

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act
of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. *For as by the
one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s
obedience the many will be made righteous. ®Now the law came in to
increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the
more, *!so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through
righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Sermon

Prayer



Hymn In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found;

He is my light, my strength, my song;

This cornerstone, this solid ground,

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all—

Here in the love of Christ | stand.

In Christ alone, Who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe!

This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died,

The wrath of God was satisfied;

For ev'ry sin on Him was laid—

Here in the death of Christ | live.

There in the ground His body lay,

Light of the world by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day,

Up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory,

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me;

For | am His and He is mine—

Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death—
This is the pow'r of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.

No pow'r of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home—
Here in the pow'r of Christ I'll stand.

Text & tune: Keith Getty & Stuart Townend, © 2001 Thankyou Music. Used by permission: CCLI no.
11373734

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.



And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. Amen.



